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Tour to England, 
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Kirsty, the Editor of Australian Country magazine, will be 
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Visit country fairs, markets, 
stately homes, wineries and 
attend a cooking class. 
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Como in the Italian.Lakes 
for 3 or 4 night stays. 
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EDITOrS lElTEE 



My RECENT COMMENTS 
ABOUT TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
GENERATED QUITE A RESPONSE 
ON THE ISSUE OF MOBILE BLACT 
SPOTS IN RURAL AUSTRALIA. 

A couple oFyears ago I was lucky enough to travel to Morocco, where I joined a 
camel trek to the dunes in the western Fringe oF the Sahara desert. In what must 
rate as one oF the most remote ends oF the earth, imagine my surprise when I 
saw our cameleer pull out his mobile phone and Field constant calls. My brother 
on his Farm in western Queensland can only dream oFsuch a service, as he lives 
80 kilometres From the nearest town and hand-held mobile reception cuts out 
about 30km From town. The reason For this apparent discrepancy is simply one 
oFgeography. At the risk oFstating the obvious, Australia is a big country — 
almost 7,700,000 square kilometres oFit. Morocco, on the other hand, covers 
slightly less than halFa million square kilometres, so building the necessary 
base stations (those towers you see dotted across the landscape) to cover the 
entirety oF Morocco is not nearly the exercise it is in Australia. A spokesperson 
For the department oF the Minister For Communications explained that the 
Federal Government’s mobile black spot scheme will deliver almost 500 new 
or upgraded base stations around Australia in the next three years, and provide 
coverage to about halFoFthe 6000 black spots identlFied and an area equivalent 
to the total land mass oF the UK will have service For the First time. While that’s 
great news For the people who live in the areas that will now have coverage, 
un Fortunately it’s barely a blip on the Australian map. I twill be a very long time, 
or maybe never, until mobile coverage is available all over this vast country. The 
squeaky wheel sometimes gets the oil, and the Federal Government is currently 
committed to round two oFthe black spot program so get your submissions in. 

Meanwhile, we’ve travelled all over to bring together the stories For this 
issue. In Queensland we caught up with ceramicist Shannon Garson at her 
home in the Sunshine Goast hinterland and kitchen garden enthusiast Susan 
Volz at her acreage in the SamFord Valley. We visit a colourFul Adelaide home 
oFinveterate travellers and collectors, a wonderFul garden in Victoria and 
the amazing Sydney home oFcountry girl Penny Hanan, the guiding Force 
behind homewares brand 1803, which is inspired by her brother’s deer Farm, 
Mandagery Greek at Orange. 

Thank you all once again For your continued 
support throughout the year. I hope you have a 
wonderFul Festive season and enjoy good health and 
happiness in 201 6. 1 look Forward to seeing you in the 
next issue, which goes on sale February 4. 

KIRSTY MCKENZIE, EDITOR 

KMCKENZIE@UNIVERSALMAGAZINES.COM.AU 






HELPING OUT ON 
THIS ISSUE ARE ... 

TAHN SCOON WRITER 8 STYLIST 

Tahn is an interiors writer, stylist 
and author oFthe DIY decorating 
bibles, New Vintage and The 
ThoughtFul Home (New Holland). 
She lives in the Brisbane sunshine 
with her daughter, Sassie and 
their cat, Pretty- Paws. They love 
to spend their Free time among 
the vines oFthe Granite Beit. 




JOHN DOWNS PHOTOGRAPHER 
Four generations oFJohn Downs’ 

Family have been photographers, 
starting with his great, great 
grandFather in Wales in 1868. John 
started as a staFF photographer at 
London’s Natural History Museum 
and his varied career has seen 
him shoot everything From FluFFy 
cushions in the studio to Formula 1 
cars screaming around the track. 

ANASTASIA 
KARIOFYLLIDIS 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
Anastasia is a liFestyle 
photographer who has been 
capturing an array oF images 
From interiors to still liFe, 
architecture, gardens, landscapes. 
Food and travel For more than 
a decade. She is based on the 
Sunshine Coast and lends her signature style to the story 
about Shannon Garson on page 34. 

DON FUCHS PHOTOJOURNALIST 
German-born Don has enjoyed a 
semi-nomadic liFestyle For more 
than 35 years. Driven by curiosity 
and the need to know what’s 
around the corner, he explores the 
globe proFessionaliy and privately. 

Resident in Australia since 1995, 
he is a member oF the Foreign 
Correspondents’ Association and 
the German LOOK photo agency. 
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VISIT OUR NEW STORE 
275 YOUNG STREET 
WATERLOO, SYDNEY 

SHOP ONLINE AT 

inthesao.com.au or 

PHONE 02 8323 5789 




PICTURED 

100% Pure Linen Quilt set, colour natural 

100% Pure Linen Flat Sheet, white 

100% Pure Linen European Pillowcase, white 

100% pure natural linen, grown in the -.1 

Netherlands and woven exclusively for 

In The Sac. From harvest to bedroom the 

In The Sac Team carefully plan and control 

every step of the process with the expertise 

of 40 years in the Australian Textile Industry. 






LAID-BACK LUXURY IN BED 
IN THE SAC, AUSTRALIA 



DIACy NOIES 
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MAKE A DATE TO CELEBRATE THESE 
DIVERSE EVENTS AROUND THE COUNTRY. 




NOVEMBER-MARCH (QLO) 



Turtle Nesting and Hatching 

Seize the amazing opportunity to see beautiful turtles heave 
their way up the beach to find a safe spot to dig a nest and 
lay their eggs. Come back some six to eight weeks later and 
see the tiny hatchlings emerge from their sandy nests to 
scurry down the beach and towards the sea. Taking place 
on Mon Repos beach near Bundaberg, central Queensland, 
this special ranger-led experience lets visitors understand 
and appreciate the life cycle of the turtle. This once-in-a- 
lifetime encounter occurs after dark and makes for a perfect 
summer family experience. 
bundabergregion.org 




CLOCKWISE 

FROMABOVl. 

Performers at Fringe 
World Festival; turtle 



JANUARy 22-FEBRUARy 21 (WA) 



Fringe World Festival 

Bigger, brassier and bolder than ever, Perth’s 
201 6 Fringe World Festival is coming back 
for the city’s buzzing summer festival 
period. From cabaret to children’s events 
and circus to comedy. Fringe World Festival 
embodies the diverse and distinct elements 
that show the creative and wild side of 
Perth. Get ready for four weeks of antics. 
Fringeworld.com.au 



JANUARy 15-25 (NSW) 



Tamworth Country Music 
Festival 

Pack your bags and get ready for a road 
trip as all roads lead to Tamworth for the 
annual music event, the Toyota Country Music Festival. The 
streets get taken over by more than 600 buskers, providing 
a diverse range of entertainment during the 10-day festival. 



nesting and hatching; 

barrel racing at the 
Australian Professional 
Rodeo Association; 
dessert stall at the 
Canberra Food & 
Wine Expo; Tamv/orth 
Country Music Festival. 




JANUARy 30 (SA) 



Australian ProFessional 
Rodeo Association 

Nothing is more colourFul, exciting and rich in 
the traditions oF the Australian outback than a 
rodeo competition. More than 100 proFessional 
rodeos take place annually across the nation 
with one oF them conducted in the country 
town oF Wilmington, South Australia. The sport 
is not For the Faint-hearted but has long been 
a passion and tradition in the area. From steer 
wrestling and barrel racing to camp-draFting 
and bull riding, you’ll be sitting on the edge oF 
your seat From the excitement oF it all. 
prorodeo.com.au 




Rated in the top 1 0 festivals of the world, the event attracts 
approximately 50,000 visitors per day with more than 700 
artists featured in 2800 scheduled events across 80 venues. 
The highlight of the festival is the Golden Guitars Country 
Music Awards of Australia where the genre’s music fans will 
get to witness who wins the famous title. 
tcmF.com.au 



FEBRUARy 19-21 (ACT) 



Canberra Food & Wine Expo 

Calling all foodiesl The Canberra Food and Wine Expo is an 
annual event dedicated to celebrity chefs, food and wine, 
cheese, cocktails and everything gourmet. Enjoy free tastings 
and samples from gourmet exhibitors and gain an insight into 
the latest home and kitchenware products and ideas for you 
to try at home. Whether you are a seasoned wine connoisseur 
or a novice, join a free class at the appreciation area and soak 
up all the knowledge from the experts. 
Foodandwineexpo.com.au 
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CLASSIC 
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A 
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A unique Furniture and Homewares store 

stocking many gorgeous and colourful items which ore not to be found on every High Street! 




A Vincent Sheppard Herbert table andjae Oak dining chairs B Fermab Bistro chair & table with Fermob Outdoor 
Trefie cushions C Fermob Luxembourg table and chairs D Vincent Sheppard Gipsy Cocoon Outdoor chair 



440 High Street, Prohron VIC 3181 
Open Mon -Sot lOom to 5pm 
P 03 9510 4561 

E info@clossicwithotwist.com.ou 



clQssicwithQtwist.com.Qu 





0 00 



FEBRUAPy 20 (TAS) 



DON'T MISS... 




Bushy Park Show 

Once a year the heart oFTasmania comes alive 
to celebrate all things country. What used to 
be a garden show is now an enjoyable, relaxing 
day out For the Family showcasing competitions, 
Farm animals, craFts, arts and more. Foodies can 
engage in cooking demonstrations and indulge 
in delicious homemade preserves and jams. 
Situated among the majestic hop Fields oF Bushy Park, this is 
a perFect summer s day out. 
bushyparkshow.com.au 




..OCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Kangaroo Island Cup 
Carnival; Bushy Park 
Sho\A/; perFornners at 
the Port Fairy Folk Music 
Festival; Melbourne 
International Flov/erand 
Garden Shov/; the King 
Island Shov/ includes 
horse riding events. 



FEBRUARy 20 (SA) 



Kangaroo Island Cup Carnival 

Dress to impress, indulge in Fine wine and watch some 
top quality thoroughbreds this summer at the Coopers 
Kangaroo Island Cup Carnival. Famous For its three-day 
celebration oFracing, entertainment. Food and Fun, there 
will be an impressive amount oF prize money totalling 
more than $100,000. Guests can book into one oF the 
Famous party tents For better views and experience oF the 
great trackside atmosphere. 
kiracingclub.com.au 
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MARCH 1 (TAS) 



King Island Show 

Cattle and wool judging, arts and craFts stalls, 
horse riding displays, pet competitions, great 
Food and much more come together For the 
iconic annual event, the King Island Show. 
Celebrate this Family-Friendly event on the 
small, remote island to Tasmania’s north as 
you welcome the First day oFautumn. 

^ kingisland.net.au 



MARCH 16-20 (VIC) 



Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Show 



The biggest annual Flower and garden show in the southern 
hemisphere is set to return with an explosion oFcolour and 




Port Fairy Folk Music Festival 



Celebrate with live music, hrst-class 
performances and country cuisine at the Port 
Fairy Folk Festival as they commemorate their 
40th milestone. This major event presents 
both international and national artists in an 
exciting Four-day Festival oF music. With almost 
every genre covered including roots, Celtic, 

Folk, country, bluegrass, blues, jazz, rock, and 
crossover and world music, the Port Fairy Folk 
Festival is For music enthusiasts oF all ages. 
portFairyFolkFestival.com 




design. Taking place at the World Heritage-listed Royal 
Exhibition Building and Carlton Gardens, the show will see 
the immense creativity and passion oFAustralia’s top Floral 
and landscape designers. This must-go show For garden 
aFicionados is where you can expect design inspiration 
aplenty and to see rare and unusual plants as well as your 
old cottage garden Favourites. 
melbf1owershow.com.au 



Let us know about your Forthcoming 
events by writing to us at Locked Bag 
154, North Ryde NSW 1670 or emailing kmckenzie^ 
universalmagazines.com.au. 
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- Australian Alpaca Centre 




Im ' 

Experience the luxury- 
and comfort of Alpac^ 
Clothing, Accessori^f 



NSW Berrima, The Market Place, Old Hume Highway NSW 2577 Tel. 02 4877 1399 
NSW Leura, Shop 2, 201 The Mall NSW 2780 Tel. 02 4784 2435 
WA Denmark, Shop 2, 35 Strickland Street WA 6333 Tel. 08 9848 2525 



and Homewares. r 

Or online at www.alpaclaustraliaxom.au^|^ 
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EMBRACE WANDERLUST 
AND TURN YOUR HOME INTO 
YOUR VERY OWN HOLIDAY 
DESTINATION WITH THESE 
TRAVEL-INSPIRED PIECES. 



1 Plane-shaped tea bags, 

$1 1 .44, teaheritage.etsy.com 

2 Vintage hot air balloon, 
$169.95, downthatlittle 
lane.com.au 

3 DEKOOP City light, $38.90, 

thedesigngiFtshop.com 

4 Around the World wall 
clock, $119.95, zanui.com.au 

5 Into the Clouds canvas print, 
$34.99, wallartprints.com.au 

6 Australian states corkboard 
nnap, $40.03, amaginarium. 
etsy.com 

7 Vintage retro linen taupe 
suitcase storage trunks, $135, 

liFestylehomeandliving. 

com.au 




8 Retro airplane Flip clock. 
$89.99, yellowoctopus.com.au 

9 Vintage compass art print, 

$1 1 .44, dcastudio.etsy.com 

10 Cork globe. $220, 
top3.com.au 

11 Explorer journal with 
maps, $35.74, tremundo 
journals.etsy.com 

12 Chicago antique map 
pillar candle, $28.60, 
whitedoorstudios.etsy.com 

13 Dark blue world map 
pillow, $21 .38, cathyscustom 
pillows.etsy.com 



THINGS WE LOVE 



0 00 
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SINGING 

THE BLUES 



ELLIE RAMSAY'S HOME IS A 
TRIBUTE TO YEARS OF HARD 
WORK AND A PASSION FOR 
BLUE, SPECIFICALLY INDIGO. 








We first met Ellie Ramsey, owner oF the iconic 
Paddington store Blake & Taylor, when we visited 
her country property. Fat Ted Farm, at Harlin, a small 
town 90 minutes drive From Brisbane. This time 
we visited Ellie’s city abode, a stunning renovated 
timber and tin Queenslander in the inner-western 
suburb oFToowong, just a short drive From her store. 

“When we First saw the house it was a dump,” Ellie recalls. 

“It had been added onto so much over the years it was almost 
impossible to see the original, splendid 1906 home itselF It 
was covered in security grills, ramps had been added and the 
verandahs had been closed in. It started as a lovely, grand 
home but along the way had been a boarding house, then cut 
into Flats beFore being converted back to a Family home.” 

The First thing Ellie and her husband, Duncan, did was to 
strip the home back to its original state and then rip out as 
many internal walls as possible to let the light Flood in. The 
living area was extended to include a large deck, allowing 
the Family to make the most oF the leaFy views. A partially 
glazed little breakFast room was added to the side oF the 
deck and a new Hamptons-style kitchen, with glossy black 
subway tiles, was installed. 

“We did a lot oFwork on the house, but tried to retain all 
the good bits,” Ellie says. “Eor instance, the hall was in a 

CLOCKWISE 
FROM OPPOSITE: 

Ellies collection oF blue 
and white ceramics 
works in with her 
collection oF blue 
and white cushions, 
sourced From her 
store, Blake & Taylor; 
hats at the ready; Ellie 
has a personal passion 
For indigo; rush-seated 
chairs complete a 
rustic dining setting. 
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INSPIRED By COUNTPy 



bad way but we didn’t gut it and replaster. Instead we kept as 
many original Features as possible, including the old archway 
and belt rails, and worked around them. In the new additions 
such as the breakfast room, we matched the architectural 
details, including skirtings, as closely as possible. And though 
the kitchen is new, we included old corbels and mouldings. 

It was all added expense but worth it. I hate old homes with 
modern boxes tacked on. I wanted the house to Feel whole.” 
As the home is on a steeply sloping block, there was 
space underneath the house but it only consisted oF“big 
timber stumps and dirt with an old Fireplace, which was 
originally used For boiling the copper on washing day”. In 
the renovation, the Fireplace was retained For decorative 




purposes and the downstairs built in to include an office, 
guest room and bathroom, and a generous storage room. 

The storage room houses Ellie’s ever-changing, ever- 
expanding collection oFvintage pieces. “Old objects bring 
soul into the home but often they need a little bit of work,” 
she says. “So that’s what we do, collect vintage pieces and 
update them, usually with a bit of our chalk paint and then 
sell them in the store.” 

Once the extensive renovations were complete, the 
couple and their teenage daughter, Taylor (For whom the 
store was named) moved in and Ellie began decorating 
in her relaxed, classic style. “I Favour timeless pieces and 
Finishes,” she says “The marble bench tops. For example,^^-^ 



I 





CLOCKWISE 
FROM OPPOSITE: 

The New Hamptons- 
style kitchen 
incorporates natural 
Finishes such as 
oak and linen - 
and traditional 
details including 
ornate corbels and 
mouldings; a grouping 
oF mirrors and art 
works; light streams 
into the dining area; 
polished Floorboards 
are a stylish Feature. 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Vintage velvet Flov/ers, 
ribbons and braids 
inspire creativity; 
Ellies ceramics v/ork 
in with her collection 
oFblue and white 
cushions From her 
store, Blake & Taylor; 
neutrals oFFset the 
indigo theme. 




will still look good in 1 0 years, whereas laminate wouldn’t.” 
While Ellie Favours a warm, natural colour palette as her 
base — blue, speciFically indigo — is clearly her accent 
colour oFchoice. “We even hold indigo dyeing classes at 
the store,” she says. “I Fell in love with this particular shade 
when I did a woad dyeing workshop in France a couple oF 
years back — i t’s j us t s tu n n in g .” 

France has become such a passion and inspiration For Ellie 
that she’s now hosting group tours. “We did our First trip this 
year and it was a huge success,” she says. “We’re going again 
next May and the ladies will be doing a woad workshop this 
time. I’ve had so many requests; indigo is such a loved colour.” 
Gardening is another oFEHie’s pleasures and though 
minutes From Brisbane city, her little kitchen garden and 
courtyard have a distinct European Flavour. “I especially love 
growing lemon and lime trees, rosemary and lavender,” she 
says. “Though I must admit, everything needs a lot oFwater 
and work in the heat oF our summer, it’s my least Favourite 
time oFyear as a gardener!” 

AFter seven years oFgardening, renovating and 
decorating, Ellie says they’re Finally Finished. “We’ve just 
completed the Front Fence and garden, which was our last 
job, so no more ‘to-do’ lists,” she admits. “We’re Finally Free 
to sit back on the Front verandah and just enjoy!” 
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LOVE THIS LOOK 






Blake & Taylor 
I cushion in European 
embroidered linen Fabric, $249, 

blakeandtaylor.com.au 



Blake & Taylor 
■ distressed and 
Deco-inspired table, $155, 

blakeandtaylor.com.au 



Artisan ti 
■ Wetherby 
ceramic lamp, $89, 

artisanti.com 



(ftupiJied .. 

ELLIE RAMSAY LOVES ALL THINGS 
VINTAGE AND HER RENOVATED HOME 
FEATURES A RELAXED COMBINATION 
OF TIMELESS PIECES. 






From 1970s, $499, 

blakeandtaylor.com.au 



Old World, New World 

has been 

the best of both worlds. 




We are delighted our Single Vineyard Sauvignon Blanc 
has been awarded the trophy for ‘Best Sauvignon 
Blanc in the World’ at the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong 
International Wine & Spirit Competition 20 1 5. 

Not only that, it has also won ‘Best Wine from 
New Zealand’. We believe it’s the nurturing and 
preservation of the land that is vital to our success 
and our commitment is to put just much in as we 
take out. Think Boldly, Tread Lightly. 





Yealands 

FAMILY WINES 

MARLBOROUGH • NEW ZEALAND 

YEALANDS.CO.NZ f YEALANDS ESTATE # YEALANDS 

You can purchase this wine in store 
or online at Kemenys.com.au 



COUNTRy AT HEART 
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HUNTER^Br^ 
GATHERER 



DEB AND SCOTT MCKAY'S 
ADELAIDE HOME IS THE 
COLOURFUL CULMINATION 
OF 25 YEARS' TRAVELLING 
AND COLLECTING. 

(IfOMutekl 




They say home is where the heart is. After decades 
of living and working all over the UK, Europe, the 
US and Asia, not to mention in Four Australian 
cities. Deb and Scott McKay realised their hearts 
were in Adelaide. 

Deb and Scott grew up, iF not as best Friends, in each others 
orbit. Scott’s Family lived in the remote Gawler Ranges at 
the top oF the Eyre Peninsula and he came to live with his 
grandmother in Adelaide as a nine-year-old so he could go 
to school. Deb attended the same primary school and their 
Families both holidayed at Robe on the Limestone Coast. 

“We were reacquainted in high school when I was invited by 
girlFriends to a boarders’ social,” Deb explains. “But it wasn’t 
until aFter uni that we actually got together as a couple.” 

While Scott studied accountancy. Deb trained as a 
physical education teacher with a major in economics. “But I 
never taught a day,” she recalls. “Instead I was lucky enough 
to get a job with [Adelaide department store] John Martin’s as 
a Fashion buyer. It was a wonderFuljob as I travelled several 
times ayear to all the Fashion shows in Europe, the UK and 
the US and then came home through Hong Kong, China or 
Taipei, where the garments were man u Factored.” 

While not unhappy in his work, Scott was looking For 
“something more”. So in 1990, two weeks aFter he and Deb 
were married, the couple headed to London. There Scott 
Found what he was looking For in a position in Robert Holmes 
a Court’s empire, then aFter the entrepreneur’s sudden death, 
working with his wiFe, Janet, closing down the European arms 
oF the business. The McKays’ First son, Hamish, was born in 
1992. Deb secured a part-time job with the House oFEraser, 
which had scores oFstores across the UK. The young Family 
started a tradition oFweekend Forays into the near country. 
“We would oFten just drive, not with any particular destination 
in mind,” Deb recalls. “We didn’t worry about getting lost, the 
whole pointwas a journey oFdiscovery. I guess you could call 
it my buyer instincts coming into play because along the 
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Souvenirs From years 
abroad give the home 
character; the living 
area opens to the 
garden; books and art 
v/orks line the v/alls. 






way we would Find interesting shops and buy art works and 
decorative odds and ends.” 

Having gone to England with one suitcase, the McKays 
returned to Australia with a shipping container Full oF these 
acquisitions. They moved First to Brisbane, then Newcastle 
and Sydney. Along the way, Harriet was born in 1995 and 
Molly in 1997. Deb’s design instincts were never Far From the 
surFace, and the weekend journeys oFdiscovery continued. 
“Scott thinks nothing oFdriving Four hours to visit a gallery or 
a junk shop,” Deb says. “I think we both love the thrill oF the 
chase. I’ve always loved gardening, sewing and decorating, 
so I was never idle. My mother was born in the ’30s and she 
grew up in a time when you made your own clothes, knitted 
and repaired things rather than throw them away, so I guess 
I inherited that From her. I love repurposing objects and I can 
always see the potential in utilitarian things that might have 
outlived their First purpose in liFe. I look at an old copper For 
example and see it as a planter.” 

While living in Sydney Deb “accidentally” landed a buying 
job with Big W and, with three small children. Found herselF 
thrust back into the hurly-burly oF Full-time work, with a 
hectic travelling schedule. “Scott was travelling too, so we 
had a live-in nanny and were extremely busy,” she recalls. 

“By the time we moved to Melbourne, again For Scott’s work, 
in 2001, 1 was desperate to have a garden and develop a 
home. The children, as always, created an instant network oF 
Friends so we had a wonderFul time wherever we went.” 

By pure coincidence the McKays ended up buying (a ^ 
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“Someone asked what we were doing during the summer 
holidays, and I said going home to Adelaide’. In that moment 
I think we both realised that Adelaide was indeed home.”^^ 




THESE PAGES: 



The house is 
Furnished with 
a mix oF vintage 
and contemporary 
pieces and art works 
collected on their 
travels and Frequent 
Foraging excursions. 



26 australiancountry.net.au 





a house in a street where some old Friends From Adelaide 
also lived. “We were sitting around aFter dinner one night,” 

Deb says. “Someone asked what we were doing during the 
summer holidays, and I said going home to Adelaide’. In that 
moment I think we both realised that Adelaide was indeed 
home, so we put our house on the market and moved back. 
My mother and Scott’s parents aren’t getting any younger and 
it just seemed right to be able to spend more time with them.” 

Roll Forward a decade and Deb says they are very happily 
ensconced back in Adelaide. With their second renovation 
under their belt and their youngest Finishing high school, 
she adds that they Feel more settled than they have in 
decades. Their current home in inner suburban Adelaide is 
both close to the city and the Freeway that expedites those 
weekend hunting and gathering expeditions in the country. 
When they initially bought their current home they thought 
they might demolish and build new, but Deb’s repurposing 
instincts kicked into action and they ended up renovating. 

“We looked at what we wanted — double brick walls, 
high ceilings and big rooms, we realised that the house had 
potential,” she says. “It took a while to see it, but we ended 
up keeping the Footprint, liFting the windows higher, and 
knocking out walls to make the rooms larger. The kitchen 
area. For instance, used to be Five small rooms. When I First 
came back to Adelaide, I thought I should add some actual 
qualiPications to my passion For decorating, so I did a design 
course at TAPE. While a lot oF the process is instinctive, it was 
great to learn to draw proper plans and manage the 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Industrial lines in 
the kitchen; vintage 
pieces blend with a 
contemporary interior; 
charcoal is a bedroom 
signature note; Deb 
and Scott enjoy time in 
the courtyard garden. 





building process. I Found supervising the whole renovation 
process very rewarding.” 

As word oFDeb s activities has spread, Friends and Friends 
oF Friends have asked her For help with their own houses, 
and in sourcing speciFic artworks or items oFFurniture. Scott 
continues to work as a consultant, and Full-time employment 
has once again “Found” Deb in the Form oFajob at the 
Adelaide Hills homewares institution. Living by Design, 
Formerly known as Balhannah by Design. The store’s owner, 
Mon Bowring, is Famed For her distinctive eye and has recently 
branched out with sister stores in Port Elliot and Tanunda. 

“Mon is an amazingly talented individual,” Deb says. “I 
love watching how her brain works. I’ve been lucky along the 
way to have worked with some amazing, creatively talented 
people. Creating a home is not about having money. It’s about 
seeing potential and arranging things. Most oF the time I rely 
on gut instinct to know what is right For a particular space. I’m 
not Frightened oFgiving anything a go and I don’t really have 
a line as to what I can’t do. And iFl don’t have the necessary 
muscle For a task, Scott can usually help out with that.” 

As she reFlects on their peripatetic journey. Deb adds 
that she wouldn’t change a single thing. “We’ve had a ball 
everywhere we’ve been,” she says. “We’ve made great 
Friends along the way and had some wonderFul adventures. 
People say what about the weather’, but in Fact the weather 
shapes your liFestyle. In Melbourne or London, For instance, 
you can develop wonderFul gardens and cook hearty meals. 
In Brisbane you make the most oFoutdoor living, and in 
Sydney and Newcastle there are Fantastic beaches almost 
on the doorstep. But now we are home and, while I’d never 
say we won’t move again, it Feels very right to be here at this 
stage. I guess we’re just really lucky.”j^ 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM RIGHT: 

Shannon’s collection 
oF ceramic tableware; 
Shannon throws 
a pot at a pop-up 
event; her Handmade 
Table collaborations 
celebrate all Facets oF 
the creative process. 




in« 

HANDMADE 

TABLE 

THE WHEEL HAS TURNED A 
FULL CIRCLE FOR QUEENSLAND 
CERAMIC ARTIST SHANNON 
GARSON, WHO NOW FINDS 
HERSELF LIVING VERY HAPPILY 
IN THE COUNTRY TOWN SHE 
ONCE COULDN'T WAIT TO LEAVE. 




As Shannon Garson recalls her teenage years growing 
up in the Sunshine Coast hinterland she couldn’t wait 
to get out oF town. The big wide world beckoned and 
her hometown oF Maleny didn’t see her heels For dust 
as soon as she graduated From high school. 

“I went to university in Brisbane and then travelled and 
worked overseas For a Few years,” she recalls. “I majored in 
painting but I’d been lucky enough to work For Brisbane 
ceramicist Clairy Laurence while I was studying. She let me 
come and decorate her work pretty much as I liked and I now 
realise how incredibly generous that was. She pretty much 
changed my HFe by showing me that a creative liFe could 
be a career. I saw a lot oFartworks while I was overseas and 
whenever I could I painted and potted.” 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Vintage pieces and 
contemporary colours 
meet in the Maleny 
home; Shannon 
Favours a retro vibe; all 
her pieces are made to 
be used and enjoyed. 
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Returning to Australia in the late ’90s, Shannon was 
pleasantly surprised when she revisited Maleny. “OFcourse 
it was always geographically beautiful,” she says. “But for 
the first time I actually appreciated the village itself I looked 
around and thought, it’s got a library and a bookshop and 
lots of creative energy, what more do I need?” 

Shannon set up her shingle as a ceramic artist specialising 
in handmade porcelain vessels. “I’ve always been a keen 
cook so tableware was a natural direction for me,” she says. 

“I was inspired by the beautiful 19th-century English pottery 
tradition that reflects local flora and fauna. So I make plates, 
cups and bowls inspired by the natural environment and 
decorated with repeatable designs for my daily range. I also 
produce one-off exhibition pieces. They are all functional 
pieces, even though people might not choose to actually 
drink or eat from the exhibition work.” 

These days Shannon and her husband, jazz musician 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Shannon is inspired 
by the beautiful 
19th-century English 
pottery tradition; stark 
white and vegetable 
art; her ceramics are 
dotted throughout the 
house; the kitchen in 
pastel glory; Shannon 
is also a keen baker. 




and cheesemaker Trevor Hart, both work From the back oF 
their charming weatherboard home. Trevor has created a 
beacon on Queensland’s culinary map with the cheeses 
he makes From local buFFalo milk, and his cheeserie happily 
turns out haloumi, mozzarella and bocconcini while 
Shannon is busy in her studio creating hand-thrown vessels. 
“Ironically, I used to admire the house as a youngster,” she 
says. “I used to walk past it on my way to Brownies and I 
always Fancied it. OFcourse I never dreamed that one day I 
would be working and living there with our two girls.” 

Internally, Shannon and Trevor have given the cottage 
a cool retro makeover, with Shannon’s signature restraint 
as the guiding Force. Furniture has been salvaged and 
giFted From Friends’ and relatives’ clearouts and Shannon’s 
ceramics blend seamlessly into this laid-back setting. 

“It’s a bit oFa patchwork,” Shannon says. “While we both 
like vintage pieces we didn’t want it to become too 
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busy SO there is a bit oFa ‘less is more vibe happening. We 
wanted the colours to be soft but bright so Trevor mixed 
them himselF. We settled on blue and green in the main 
rooms because that seemed to reflect the Forestand sky 
that surrounds us.” 

Shannon adds that the girls are extremely lucky to attend 
the River School, which has a creek running through its 25- 
acre campus and a neo-humanist ethos that encourages 
compassion For all living creatures. “They have avegie 
garden and an orchard and lots oF room For creative play,” 
she says. “In many ways the school embodies all that is great 
about living in Maleny.” 

Concerned at the disconnect between art and everyday 
life. Shannon recently came up with the concept oFThe 
Handmade Table. “It occurred to me that many people don’t 
get to see how art is made,” she says. “I wanted to share the 
excitement and exhilaration oFseeing a workoFart 



THESE PAGES; 

The house is creative 
central For the many 
talents oFShannon, 
her musician and 
cheesemaker husband. 
Trevor Hart and their 
t\A/o daughters. 
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come together. At the same time I wanted to show the way 
you can take something as mundane as a ball oFclay and 
elevate it to something sublime by making a beautiful plate 
that we then share food from.” 

So Shannon held her first pop-up event, with guests 
watching her create pieces from the potting wheel right 
through to decorating, bring and glazing. She invited some 
muso mates to add to the program and cooked up a storm 
using her favourite recipes to share a meal around the 
communal table. “It’s all about the joy of creation,” she says. 
“People really connect through the sharing of food and music 
and the tableware I create during the event. I’m hoping I can 
extend the concept a bit further, maybe take it to food festivals 
or cultural promotions. It really is sharing a slice of magic when 
everyone gets involved in a creative collaboration.” 

For more inFormation on Shannon’s work visit 
shannongarsonporcelain.com.au. 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM OPPOSITE: 

Shannon admired the 
house as a youngster; 
at work in the studio at 
the rear oF the house; 
the girls attend the River 
School, \A/hich has a 
creek running through 
its campus; black and 
\A/hite tiles Feature in the 
striking bathroom. 
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Lemon Cake with Pistachio 
Rose Topping Serves 8 



240g soFtened butter 
200g caster sugar (a scant cup) 

Grated zest and juice oF 1 lemon 
V4 cup milk 
3 large eggs 
2 cups selF-raising Hour 

Preheat the oven to 180°C. Cream the butter 
and sugar until the butter turns a pale, FluFFy 
yellow. Add the eggs, lemon zest and juice 
and milk and continue beating. Stir in the 
Flour with a spoon. Bake in the oven For about 
1 hour or until the top is golden and a skewer 
comes out clean. Turn out and allow to cool 
beFore icing and topping. 

Sour Cream, Orange 
Blossom Icing 



300g sour cream 
cup icing sugar 

1 teaspoon orange blossom water 
Finely grated orange rind 

Mix all the ingredients together and beat until 
smooth. Ice the cake and decorate with rose 
petals, pistachios, Persian Fairy Floss, candied 
orange rind and other good stuFF! 

Pavlova Serves 8-10 



Pavlova is a dessert that can seem 
intimidating: piles oh pure white 
marshmallowy meringue piled high and 
transferred gingerly to a hot oven and baked 





into a cloud oF pillowy sweetness. It really 
only contains two ingredients — egg whites 
and sugar, and there are only a couple oF 
things to remember. The First is to make sure 
your beaters and bowl are very clean and 
totally dry. Keep those egg whites pure and 
unadulterated. The other is that the perFect 
pavlova takes a lot oF beating (more than 
you think possible). 

8 egg whites 
2 cups caster sugar 

Heat the oven to 180°C. Beat the egg whites 
until soFt peaks Form. Now For the important 
part, add 1 cup oFsugarand keep beating, 
keep beating, keep beating; you will know 
when to add the second cup by the Fact that 



the meringue starts to look glossy and iFyou 
taste a little bit it will be smooth, not grainy. 
Add the second cup and repeat. The beating 
will take 7-10 minutes. When the mixture is 
glossy, tastes smooth and holds stiFF peaks 
without slumping, splodge it out onto a 
baking tray covered in non-stick baking 
paper; I like to pile it as high as possible and 
rough up the edges so those little crisp, 
meringue peaks Form at the top. Put the 
pavlova in the oven and turn the oven down 
to 150°C. Cook For V /2 hours. IFyou pull the 
pavlova out oF the oven beFore it is cool it 
will probably crack but that is ok, covered in 
whipped cream, strawberries and other tart 
Fruits it still looks abundant and beautlFul. 

As Leonard Cohen says “There is a crack in 
everything, that’s how the light gets in.” M 
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Use code ACTUSC30 to receive free shipping 
and 30% off Tuscany Table linen collection 



Unique collections of elegant bed linen, quilts, throws, 
curtains and other sophisticated textile accessories. 
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APRONS WERE AN ACCIDENTAL 
COLLECTION FOR BALLARAT'S 
MORGAN WILLS BUT THAT DIDN'T 
STOP HER GIVING THE HUMBLE 
GARMENT ITS OWN FESTIVAL 






Every Friday morning when Morgan Wills prepares 
to shopkeep at her Ballarat corner store, she chooses 
a vintage apron From her collection and coordinates 
her outfit to match. She then takes a photograph and 
posts it on social media with a little bit oF the apron- 
oF-the-day*s story. She’s been doing it For more than 
160 weeks. “I love to document them and give them 
their moment in the sun /’ she says. 

Aprons may have Fallen out oF Favour, thanks largely to the 
rise in cheaply manuFactured clothing. Morgan says this has 
seen aprons relegated to the quaint aisle, as their protective 
properties are no longer needed, but she believes they are an 
important part oFour heritage and are worth preserving. 

“What comes to mind For a lot oF people is the image oF 
the pretty little housewiFe wearing her hostess apron but 
aprons cross both genders,” she says. “They are garments 
worn in the act oFdoing — making, creating and working. 
Blacksmiths wear aprons as do butchers, mechanics, 
carpenters, cheFs, even Freemasons.” 

For her, however, the appeal oFaprons lies primarily in 
the Fabric. Her collection consists oFdomestic aprons in 
many diFFerent Fabrics and patterns. “I am a collector by 
nature but it was because I was collecting vintage textiles 
and woollen jumpers to Felt and reFashion that I started 
coming across aprons and buying the odd one — just the 
real gems,” she explains. 

Her collection has taken oFFin the Four years since 
moving From Melbourne to Ballarat. From a small 
collection oF30-40, she estimates she now has about 350, 
including the creme de la creme, a number oF Australian 
Taniwha aprons dating back to the 1930s, unworn and 
with their tags attached. 

“I collect a lot oFTaniwha aprons,” she says. “These 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Kewpie cuteness; 
Morgan wears her 
vintage aprons while 
in her Ballarat shop, 
The Craft Squirrel. 
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were manuFactured in South Australia From 1919 and 
oFten Featured scenes. I also have some very rare Taniwha 
children’s aprons.” 

Morgan was disappointed to Find when she visited the 
Adelaide Firm that many bolts oFvintage Fabric had been 
thrown out and only one woman still sews For them. “The 
Firm is still there but they make industrial aprons these 
days,” she explains. 

She also collects Admiration aprons, which were popular 
in the 1940s and ’50s plus many handmade aprons 
unearthed in garage sales, op shops or passed on by 
people clearing out relatives’ cupboards. “A local lady, Val, 
approached me about her aunt, Una, who had collected 
aprons until she passed away,” Morgan recalls. “She said 
would you be interested in coming and having a look?”’ 

Morgan has since spent hours and hours at the Family’s 
dairy Farm, about 15 minutes out oF Ballarat, picking 
through a pristine collection oFaprons, including the very 
rare children’s Taniwha aprons. “I bought close to 100 From 
her,” she says. “They included the children’s ones, which 
Val had never worn as she preFerred to be outside with her 
horses rather than inside baking.” 

When Morgan opened her shop. The CraFty Squirrel, 
she thought it would be Fun to wear the aprons while she 
worked. “Otherwise I thought what am I going to do with 
them?” she says. A conversation with a customer and Fellow 
apron collector. Heather Madeod, saw the idea For the 
Ballarat Apron Festival take hold. 

“We have a big heritage weekend here in Ballarat 
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and I mentioned to her that I had an event management 
background and perhaps we should do an apron display,” 
she says. “She thought it was a great idea and said she 
would help me.” 

In the past two years, the pair has grown the two-day 
Festival to include an apron catwalk show, an apron-making 
competition, scenes and displays, make-and-take craFt 
tables as well as putting hundreds oFaprons on display. 

More than 50 volunteers were involved in this year’s event 
including a dedicated committee. For Morgan, the Festival 
has embodied a “crazy. Funny Friendship thing” that has 
sprung up around her aprons. 

“This year was really, really big,” she says. “There is a huge 
element oF nostalgia with aprons as people remember 
their own childhoods and their mothers or grandmothers 
wearing aprons and baking and that’s what it is like For me.” 

Aside From the exquisite Fabrics, it is the storytelling behind 
the garments that Morgan loves. “I love hearing the stories 
attached to them,” she says. “It’s Fascinating to learn about the 
people who wore them and the people who made them.” 

And while she has no problem parting with many oFher 
aprons — a rare Taniwha with tags can sell For $30-$35 
— using them is a diFFerent matter. “I really love halFaprons 
but the Full ones are so beautlFul, they look like dresses,” she 
says. “Many have their original labels so I couldn’t wear them. 
I know it is silly but I just couldn’t.” 
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PROVENANCE 
S PROVIDENCE 



PENNY HANAN COMBINED HER FATHER'S 
VISION, HER BROTHER'S ACUMEN AND 
HER OWN ELEGANT AESTHETIC TO 
CREATE A RANGE OF ACCESSORIES THAT 
SHOWCASES THE BY-PRODUCTS OF 
A DEER FARM AND THE TALENTS OF A 
VARIETY OF AUSTRALIAN ARTISANS. 






COUNTRy COMES TO TOWN 




The old saying that you can take the girl out oF the 
country but not the country out oF the girl could 
well have been coined For Penny Hanan, creator oF 
the artisan homewares and accessories label, 1803. 

The eldest child oFOrange vet Andrew Hansen and his 
physiotherapist wife Judith, Penny grew up and completed 
most oFher education in Orange beFore heading to Sydney 
For university. “Dad started Farming red deer 35 years 
ago, so I grew up with the Farm and understanding what 
a wonderFully versatile meat venison is,” Penny explains. 

“It probably would have remained a hobby For Dad iF my 
brother, Tim, hadn’t become a meat trader. In 2000 he 
decided to take things up a notch and commercialise the 
herd under the label Mandagery Creek Venison. For the past 
15 years Tim and his wiFe, Sophie, have taken their product 
to Farmers’ markets in Sydney and country NSW, but now 
they’ve grown the business to the point where they have 
the largest red deer herd in Australia and 95 per cent oF their 
product is exported.” 

In the meantime. Penny studied agricultural economics 
at Sydney University, where she met her Future husband, 
Campbell. “My name was Hansen and his was Hanan, so we 
used to be seated beside each other in economics exams,” 
she explains. “I went into banking and then recruitment and 
Campbell moved into commercial property, so our lives were 
very city Focused. However, as Campbell’s parents live in 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Penny’s brother Tim 
Hansen runs Mandagery 
Creek Venison at 
Orange; the 1803 brand 
is an antler-to-tail 
business; Penny Hanan 
in her Sydney showroom 
and studio, which is 
open by appointment. 



Berry and my Family is in Orange, we’ve always kept one Foot 
in the country. Our daughters, Pippa, 14, and Stella, 11, also 
love country liFe even though they are very much city girls.” 
When it comes to hospitality, keeping an open house 
and Fostering community spirit. Penny says they do 
everything they can to live in the country tradition, albeit 
in an 1856 terrace house in the inner-Sydney suburb oF 
Paddington. “LiFe has taken us down this path but it 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM LEFT: 

Hand-Forged knives v/ith 
an der handles are part 
oF the range; a stag’s 
head keeps v/atch over 
a sitting room; the 1803 
range includes suede, 
leather, and hair-on 
hide cushions; throv/s, 
cushions, and Floor 
rugs Feature in Penny 
and Campbell’s terrace 
house in inner Sydney. 





really Is important to us to stay connected to the country in 
a tangible way,” she says. “So much so that Pippa is now at 
school at Frensham in Bowral. I was a bit taken aback when 
she First came up with the idea, but I now realise it’s a great 
opportunity For her to spread her wings, become more 
independent and keep a strong connection to the land. 

She is so happy there that Stella wants to join her so she 
will probably do that For high school.” 

While Penny says she had always been happy with her 
city career, she struggled to Find her true metier until she 
was in the States on a business trip with Campbell about Five 
years ago. “I Found these leather goods that were branded 
to a cattle ranch in Oregon and the penny dropped,” she 
recalls. “At that stage most oFTim’s hides were being sent 
to Germany For tanning For lederhosen. While that was 
Fine, it struck me that there was an opportunity waiting to 
be grabbed to turn the by-product oF what was essentially 
a meat business into a genuinely Australian artisan range. 

I must also admit I saw it as a good way to maintain my 
country connections and also involve my dad, who had 



“It struck me that there was an 
opportunity waiting to be grabbed 
to turn the by-product oF what was 
essentially a meat business into a 
genuinely Australian artisan range.” 



recently been diagnosed with a terminal illness.” Sadly, 
Andrew passed away recently but his legacy lives on in 
the name 1 803, which he suggested as that was the year 
red deer were introduced to Australia For sport For the 
“gentlemen oFthe colony”. 

Penny swung into action Finding talented Australian 
artisans who could realise her vision For a truly nose-to-tail 
ethos. Tony Scott uses 150-year-old tumbling barrels to 
treat the hair-on hides at his tannery in Port Elliot in South 
Australia. Matt Courtnay From Lara in Victoria creates 
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the leathers For the bags, belts, pouches, coasters and 
scarves that Dandenongs-based leather craftsman Jarren 
Borghero creates. Jarren has also teamed up with Julie 
Patterson of Cloth, who crafts the linen and cotton backing 
fabrics for 1803 s cushion range. Tasmanian Tom Hounslow 
takes the antler and turns it into handles for his exquisite 
hand-forged steel knives, and a Cowra-based taxidermist 
turns the stag heads into decorative wall mounts. 

“It is a privilege to be able run any livestock on fertile 
open pastures,” Penny says. “Tim has built his business 
on ethical, sustainable principles. He’s introduced pod 
farming, which means he moves his stock a lot and 
intensively grazes the deer on small blocks to minimise 
their impact on the land. It’s just a matter of respect for the 
animal to then make the most of the whole beast, from the 
skins and hides to the antlers.” 

While much is talked about provenance these days. 

Penny says that 1803 customers genuinely want to engage 
with her family’s backstory and connect with the farm- 
to-Pinished-product journey. “We are committed to 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

A Fabulous suede throw 
in the master bedroom; 
keeping watch; 1803 
takes its name From 
the year deer were 
introduced to Australia; 
the bedrooms are on the 
upper levels; the Hanans’ 
art collection is displayed 
throughout the house. 
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sustainable manufacture and keeping our product 100 
per cent Australian made,” Penny says. “It goes against the 
tide from a cost and production perspective, but I believe 
that there is long-term gain in promoting local artisans and 
keeping firmly connected to the farm.” 

Penny operates 1803 primarily as an online business from 
her home-based studio. She hosts occasional open days 
and welcomes visitors by appointment so they can see the 
soft furnishings and accessories displayed in the light and 
airy studio setting. Her home is also a showcase for the 1 803 
collection, with cushions, rugs, throws and the odd stag 
head elegantly enhancing the contemporary interiors. It is at 
once a very urban setting with very strong rural roots. 

“I’m a country person who is city-based,” Penny says. 
“Until I started 1803, 1 hadn’t really found my place. I believe 
that every environment has something to offer, whether 
it’s city, near country or the remote outback. Ifyou are lucky 
enough to be able to mix it up, I think you’ve achieved a 
great outcome. 1803 is helping us to do just that and I hope 
our family will be able to continue to live this best-of-both- 
worlds existence.” 

For more inFormation visit 1803.com.au. M 
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MAGIC 

HAPPENS 



FOREST HALL IN THE 
VICTORIAN GOLDFIELDS IS 
THE PROUD PRODUCT OF 
A 40-YEAR MAKEOVER. 





GARDEN CLOSE-UP 




As a child growing up in Melbourne, Gwen Davey 
remembers spending Saturday aFternoons lazing 
with a book in a hammock, beneath the canopy oF 
the plum tree at her parents’ house. She oversaw 
her mother’s effort in tending the Front garden 
and the energy with which her Father gardened 
the back and came to the conclusion they were 
both crazy. But Fortunately their enthusiasm For 
horticulture filtered down and kicked in circa 1975, 
when Gwen, her husband, Don, and their three 
young daughters Found themselves the owners oF 
two acres oF rambling blackberries and cape broom 
in Castlemaine. OF course, the grand homestead 
on the land was the initial attraction. Built in 1867, 
Forest Hall projected stately charm although its 
ornamental verandah was rotting. Listed on the 
national and state historic registers, the Chinese- 
inspired Georgian Feature was crying out For 
attention. “So being young and reasonably ht, we 
got stuck in,” Gwen explains. “I bought a jigsaw and 
carved and replaced all the rotting posts.” 
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The list oF landscaping challenges was long as the 
Castlemaine climate is known For Fairly ordinary rainFall, 
searing hot summers and icy cold winters. A Former mining 
town, geology in the region is a mixed bag oFsteep rocky 
slopes, shale-heavy soil and rolling pastoral land. As Forest Hall 
sits at the Foot oF the basin, its clay soil was akin to striking gold. 
Gwen and Don began with a gigantic clear up and burn oFF 
beFore looking For signs oFold pathways on their property. 

“On the south side oF the house we Found a slight rise in 
the ground which suggested there had been an oval-shaped 
garden,” Gwen says. “So we put it back.” Don, a plumber by 
trade, tackled the hard landscaping, converting the gravel 
circular driveway and several pathways into brick. In creating 
the garden planting and layout, Gwen cites an extended tour 
oF European gardens in 1991 with Don, as her inspiration. 

“I admired the geometry and the sense oF place, the linking 
pathways, drives and borders,” she says. “But I quickly 
realised I wouldn’t be able to grow the plants because we 
don’t have the climate For it.” 

In deFerence to the proportions oFthe garden, Gwen 
opted For a Few plants such as sedums in swathes, o ^ 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM LEFT: 

A bed oF irises provides 
early spring colour; the 
shade house is v/here 
the nnagic happens; 
Formal raised beds 
Follov/ed an extended 
tour oF European 
gardens in 1991; 
sculpture and ground 
covers coexist happily. 
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GARDEN CLOSE-UP 




sowing diFFerent varieties in diFFerent beds and revealing Fier 
innate and dramatic sense oFstyle, Fiue and texture. A series 
oFgarden rooms includes an ornamental pear orcFiard, 
a Formal box-edged Italian garden, vast beds oFEnglish 
lavender with red tulips interspersed (so that as the tulips 
die oFF lavender bursts into the space), a parterre vegetable 
garden — the produce oFwhich Gwen donates to her 
daughters caFe in town — and a Fully-hedged secret garden 
Featuring a Fire-engine red garden bench handmade by 
Don. The latter is a setting beFitting an English period drama, 
minus the bustles. Directly behind the vegie patch is where 
the magic happens. “I propagate plants From my garden in 
the shade house so iF I get tired oF one oF my arrangements 
or it’s not perForming well, I know I can pull it out and replant 
it with my own plants,” Gwen says. “I usually have 15-17 
individuals oF the same plant at any one time. IFl had to buy 
them, it would be a very expensive exercise.” 

As a member oF the Gastlemaine Garden Glub and also 
the Gastlemaine Heritage Rose Glub, she is able to share 
her knowledge and her plants with Fellow enthusiasts. She 
delights in opening Eorest Hall to visitors and although 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Geometric hedging 
was inspired by travels 
in Europe; a moss- 
encrusted branch; a 
Fully- hedged secret 
garden Featuring a 
red garden bench 
handmade by Don; 
romance in the rust. 
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GARDEN CLOSE 



UP 




she doesn’t set out to educate the public, she is thrilled when 
other gardeners emulate sections oFher garden. 

Surely at age 78 the physical work must be more than a 
handful? “I’m absolutely passionate but I’ve realised that 
to maintain the amount of work necessary in my garden, 

I have to make an effort to be fit,” she says. “My daughter 
who is a physiotherapist has prescribed repetitive exercise, 
so I walk around the Botanic Gardens every day and I go 
to water aerobics.” The task is mammoth given husband 
Don passed away seven years ago. Gwen says they were an 
impressive team, and Don could turn his hand to anything, 
evidenced through his legacy of magnificent stone walls 
and arched gateways. 

Gwen now shares her garden with a multitude of 
birdlife, four nomadic kangaroos, hundreds ofskinks 
and a part-time gardener hired for the “heavy stuff” four 
hours a week. She remains wide-eyed with excitement 
when her cuttings grow roots, when the orchard’s black 
trunks contrast the white froth of blossom, and in the early 
evening when she strolls the garden with a glass of wine 
in hand. “A garden is a fragile thing and can rapidly go 
downhill but that doesn’t stop me,” she says. M 




CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Don was responsible 
For creating the 
brick- paved paths; 
Gwen now maintains 
her garden with the 
help oFa part-time 
gardener to assist 
with the heavy stuFF; a 
potted history outside 
a shed gives a clue to 
the constant evolution. 
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ELEURA 

HOUSE & 

GARDEN 



A THEATRE OE THE PAST 

B eleura is a wonderful time 
capsule, a theatre of the past. 

Its magic is the depth of its 
provenanced collection of 
household things - some grand but 
much ephemeral, trivial, amusing... 
Beleura, an Italianate villa erected 
in 1864. The auction of Beleura in 
1916, attracted Sir George and Lady 
Tallis. Their youngest son John 
Tallis, acquired Beleura in 1948, 
and bequeathed Beleura, to the 
people of Victoria in 1996. 



To visit, telephone or see our website. 

Open: Select days throughout the year 
A: PO Box 1198, Momington Vic 3931 
T: 03 5975 2027 F: 03 5977 1021 
E: info@beleura.org.au 
W: www.beleura.org.au 



<9/9/9^ 



BELEURA 



HO USE&^ GARDEN 



MORNINGTON 






My PLACE IN THE COUNTRY' 




INSPIRATION 

SUSAN VOLZ'S MISSION IS TO 
REDRESS THE DISCONNECTION 
BETWEEN URBAN DWELLERS 
AND FOOD PRODUCTION. 






'oO^O 



My PLACE IN THE COUNTPy 




As a youngster growing up in Brisbane’s northern 
suburbs, Susan Volz loved nothing more than holidays 
on her grandparents’ vegie Farm in the Lockyer 
Valley. “We never had flash holidays,” she recalls. “All 
the cousins would get together and in the mornings 
we’d help out with harvest or whatever else needed 
doing on the Farm. Then we’d all have lunch together 
and spend the aFternoons running wild, swimming in 
the creek, building cubbies, doing what kids do when 
they are leFt to their own devices.” 

Little wonder then that 1 2 years ago when Susan and 
her husband, David, went looking For somewhere to build 
a home on Brisbane’s periphery, they bought a 3.75-acre 
Former orchard the day they First inspected. Located at 
Highvale in the lush SamFord Valley, the property had been 
planted years earlier to mango, lychee, carambola and 
custard apple trees. Susan and David designed their home 
to look as though it had been there Forever, but with very 
contemporary passive solar Features to ensure its Footprint 
on the land was minimal. Orientation, cross ventilation and 
thermal mass ensure the house requires negligible heating 



and cooling, even when summer temperatures soar. “We 
wanted all the Features oFan old homestead — high ceilings, 
wide Floorboards and an open Feel,” Susan explains. “But we 
also made sure there were nooks that could be closed oFF 
For a cosy Feel and we were lucky that a builder Friend oF my 
Father helped us realise our dream.” 

When it came to colouring in the Finer details, Susan 
would pack the babies (Emily, now 14, and Henry, now 13) in 
the car, with an Esky Full oFsnacks and drinks and head oFFin 
search oFgarage sales, roadside clearances and junk shops. 
“BeFore the internet age, you had no choice but to get out 
on the road and search out pieces individually,” she recalls. 
“These days you could do it all From the comFort oFyour 
home via eBay or Etsy. But I was well equipped as I’d been 
a collector oFvintage stuFFsince I was a kid. When I was still 
at school I had a job at a hairdressing salon and I spent my 
First pay on a little suitcase From the local trash and treasure 
shop. IFl’d known there was such a career as interior design I 
probably would have pursued it.” 

Instead she joined the sales staFFoFAnsett Airlines, where 
she met David, who still works in the aviation industry 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM OPPOSITE: 

External wall on the 
potting shed; paradise 
For chooks; the potting 
shed interior; Susan’s 
Favourite spot is in the 
shed; the goat Hilton. 
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in Fuel supply and distribution. This encouraged her natural 
curiosity as a traveller, and trips overseas and interstate 
provided even greater opportunities For her bowerbird 
instincts. So by the time they settled into the Highvale house, 
Susan had amassed a considerable array oFcollectables. 
Dave’s innate handyman skills came to the Fore and he was 
Frequently deployed to repair and repurpose her many Pinds. 

Susan adds that the business potential oFher interests 
didn’t dawn on her until about eight years ago when a Friend 
asked her iFshe could Find or make her a garden trug she 
had admired as a Christmas giFt. “Then another Friend saw 
it and wanted one too,” she recalls. “From little things, big 
things grow, and suddenly I realised that Dave and I made 
a good team with me Finding old objects and him restoring 
them and giving them a new lease on liFe. On his days oFFhe 
also makes items such as storage units, benches and garden 
signs From old timbers we collect.” 

BeFore long. Our Kitchen Garden, a store specialising in 
home and garden wares with a rustic bent was born, with an 
online component as well as a shopFront in the hinterland 
township oFDayboro. “Dayboro may only be 20 minutes 




From SamFord, but it Feels like going back 20 years,” she 
says. “As property closer to Brisbane becomes more 
expensive, lots oFyoung people with an interest in living 
more sustainably are moving out there and I think it’s 
going to become a real Food hub.” 

As “there were only so many mangoes you can eat” 
Susan reinvented the Highvale orchard with a huge 
kitchen garden planted to every conceivable edible plant 
and a healthy balance oFcompanion Flowers. A resident 
population oFchooks and a goat complete the picture oF 
bucolic bliss. Surplus Fruit is put to good use with a Fowlers 
Vacola unit passed on by her grandmother, who, at the age 
oF 102, is still going strong, but has hung up her bottling 
gloves. As the chieFcook and entertainer in her Family, 
Susan says she is keen to redress the disconnection many 
urban dwellers experience From the source oF their Food, 
and is adamant that serving Food Fresh From the garden or 
Farm is a vital step towards good health and FulPilment. 

Having outgrown the Our Kitchen Garden workshop at 
Highvale, Susan and Dave are now on the move to larger 
premises. They have recently purchased an old dairy 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM OPPOSITE: 

The kitchen is both 
bright and spacious; 
preserves at the ready; 
the small case on 
top oF the \A/ard robe 
\A/as one oFSusan’s 
First acquisitions; 
an outdoor dining 
area; Family portraits 
grouped around a tree. 
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Farm closer to Dayboro and are in the process oF moving thie 
Family to thie new property. 

“It’s a Fiuge move For all oF us,” Susan says. “Having lived in 
our purpose-built homestead For more than a decade, we are 
adjusting to coping in a one-bedroom cottage. We have big 
plans For our new property and they include an even bigger 
vegie garden to support a cooking school. As well, we are 
building a much larger workshop For Our Kitchen Garden.” 

A Firm believer that ‘iFyou build it, they will come’ Susan 
says her sister, Michelle Smith, who is a trained cheF will help 
with the cooking classes and surplus produce, pickles and 
preserves will be sold through the shop. “Dayboro already 
attracts day trippers From Brisbane,” she explains. “I am sure 
we will draw more tourists with the expansion oF the business. 
Ultimately I’d like to create a kind oFcreative hub, where 
people gather to learn new skills, practise holistic living and, oF 
course, share good home-grown Food. Meanwhile, Dave and I 
are at our happiest when we are together in the workshop, so 
eventually we hope he will transition From hisstaFFjob toselF- 
employment. It’s a big change but we are all looking Forward 
to the next chapter.” M 

For more inFormation visit ourkitchengarden.com.au. 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Watering cans aplenty; 
Our Kitchen Garden 
signs; grain sifters 
born again as wall 
decorations; violas give 
an old pail a new lease 
on life; gateway to 
the surrounding bush; 
a wild profusion of 
plants at the front. 








BEDROOM I BATHROOM | KITCHEN | LIVING | KIDS 



Visit shopinside.com.au to browse thousands of products 
online for bed, bath, kitchen, living, kids and baby. 
Trusted online store showcasing quality homeware 
from the best brands with secure online ordering, fast 
delivery and “a peace-of-mind, money-back-guarantee”. 
Experience unbeatable real customer service today! 




Featured designs by Private Collection. View the entire range available 
online now at shoplnslde.com.au New customers receive $10 off* their 
first order! (^conditions apply, see online for details) 

shop online: www.shoplnslde.com.au 

T: 03 993 1 01 60 I Whs 3, 347-349 Old Geelong Road Hoppers Crossing Vic 3029 
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EXHIBITION PREVIEW 




VINTAGE 

<Ai^ha£lana 

THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF AUSTRALIA 
CELEBRATES THE LIFE AND WORK OF 
TOM ROBERTS WITH AN EXHIBITION OF 
MORE THAN 130 WORKS COVERING ALL 
ASPECTS OF HIS PROLIFIC CAREER. 



A major retrospective oF the work oFTom Roberts 
is headlining the program at the National Gallery oF 
Australia (NGA) this summer. OFten regarded as the 
Founding Father oF Australian Impressionism, Tom 
Roberts is credited with teaching Australians to 
see and value their landscape with a Fresh eye. The 
exhibition covers all the media in which he worked: 
oils, pastels, pencils, etchings and sculpture. It 
includes 53 portraits and 53 landscapes, and also 
his Famous national narratives, stilMiFes, nudes 
and figures in landscape. 



RIGHTr Portrait oF 
Florence painted in 
Sydney, c 1898, oil on 
canvas on paperboard 
66.6 X 38.7cm, Art 
Gallery oF New South 
Wales, Sydney, bequest 
oF Florence Turner 
Blake 1959. 
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EXHIBITION PREVIEW 



LEFT: Shearing the rams, 

painted at Brocklesby 
station, Corowa, New 
South Wales, and 
Melbourne, 1888-90, 
oil on canvas nnounted 
on board 1 21 .9 x 182.6cm, 
National Gallery oFVictoria, 
Melbourne, Felton Bequest 
Fund. 1932. 

RIGHT Holiday sketch 
at Coogee, painted in 
Sydney, 1888, oil on 
canvas 40.3 x 55.9cm, 

Art Gallery oF New South 
Wales, Sydney, purchased 
in 1954. 

BELOW A breakaway/ 

painted at Corowa, 

New South Wales, and 
Melbourne, 1891, 
oil on canvas 137.3 x 167.8 
cm. Art Gallery oF South 
Australia. Adelaide, Elder 
Bequest Fund, 1899. 
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Born in 1857 in Dorset England, Roberts migrated to Australia 
in 1 869 at the age oF 1 3 with his widowed mother, brother and 
sister. He studied Pine art in Melbourne, and From 1 881 attended 
London’s Royal Academy Schools then travelled through Europe. 

He was among the Pirst to promote outdoor landscape 
painting and his Impressionist landscapes invited Australians 
to better appreciate the beauty oF their environment. Some 
oFhis most Famous works include the large and nationalistic 
pre-Eederation pictures such as Shearing the Rams, The Golden 
Fleece, A breakaway!, and the bushranging subject. Bailed up. 

Shearing the Rams attracted more press coverage at the time 
than any other Australian painting. The subject For Bailed up was 
a coach driver called Silent Bob Bates who had been held up by 
the bushranger Captain Thunderbolt in the 1 860s. 

One oF Roberts’ most celebrated works is reFerred to as 
Big Picture, because it was so large it was painted on three 
separate pieces oF canvas, stitched together. In 1901 Roberts 
attended the opening oF the First Eederal Parliament at the 



BELOW Slumbering 
sea, Mentone, painted 
in Melbourne, 1887, 
oil on canvas 51 x 
76.5cm, National 
Gallery oF Victoria, 
Melbourne, purchased 
\A/ith the assistance oF 
a special grant From 
the Government oF 
Victoria, 1979. 



RIGHT Coming 
south, painted in 
Melbourne, 1885-86, 
oil on canvas 63.8 
X 50.5cm, National 
Gallery oF Victoria, 
Melbourne, giFt oF 
Colonel Aubrey HL 
Gibson in memory oF 
John and Anne Gibson, 
settlers (1887), 1967. 
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ABOVE In a corner on 
the MacIntyre, painted 
at Newstead, North 
Elsmore, New South 
Wales, 1895, oil on 
canvas 71.1 x 86.4cm, 
National Gallery oF 
Australia, Canberra, 
purchased 1971. 



LEFT; Opening oF the 
First Parliament oF 
the Commonwealth 
oF Australia by H.R.H. 
The Duke oF Cornwall 
and York (later H.M. 
King George V), 

May 9, 1901, painted 
Melbourne, 1901-02, 
Finished in London, 
1903, oil on canvas 
304.5 X 509.2cm, Royal 
Collection, presented 
by the Commonwealth 
in 1904, on permanent 
loan to Parliament 
House, Canberra. 
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ABOVE; Allegro con brio, 
Bourke Street west, painted 
in Melbourne, c 1885-86 
and 1890, oil on canvas 51.2 
X 76.3cm, National Library oF 
Australia, Canberra & NGA, 
Canberra, purchased 1920 by 
the Parliamentary 
Library Committee. 



BELOWr Evening, when 
the quiet east Flushes 
Faintly at the sun’s last 
look, painted in Melbourne, 
c 1 887, oil on canvas 
50.8 X 76.2cm, National 
Gallery oF Victoria. 
Melbourne, W.H. Short 
Bequest, 1944. 



RIGHT Bailed up, 

painted at Nev/stead and 
Inverell, Nev/ South Wales, 
and Sydney 1895, rev/orked 
Kallista, Victoria, 1927, 
oil on canvas 134.5 x 
1 82.8cm, Art Gallery oF 
Nev/ South Wales, Sydney, 
purchased 1933. 





Exhibition Building, Melbourne, and was commissioned 
to paint the event. His historic Federation commission. 
Opening oFthe First Parliament oFthe CommonwealtFi 
oF Australia by H.R.H The Duke oF Cornwall and York, 

May 9, 1901, painted between 1901 and 1903, Features 
more than 265 recognisable portraits. This is the First 
time the painting has been moved since its installation at 
Parliament House, Canberra in 1988. 

The exhibition will run until 28 March 201 6, and tickets 
can be purchased through Ticketek and the National Gallery 
oF Australia website nga.gov.au/Roberts. M 
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162 Bungaree Road, Pendle Hill NSW 2145 
Phone: (02) 9896 0109 Fax: (02) 9636 5902 

Visit our website 

WWW. antiqueb aths . com. au 



^tlQUE BATtf. 

SYDNEY 



Traditional restorers of cast iron baths in authentic Vitreous enamel 



Antique baths is the only connpany 
in Australia today restoring old cast 
iron baths and nnanufacturing using 
the traditional Vitreous (porcelain) 
enannel nnethod, which has stood the 
test of tinne for over a century The 
only connpany in Australia that can 
restore Heritage Listed cast iron 
itenns. 

With over twenty five years in the 
business, this fannily run company 
prides itself on the personalised 
and friendly service it offers and 



on the quality of its product 
Clients can choose from a huge 
selection of baths and basins, some 
dating back to the 19th Century, 
including the rare and unusual. 

Antique Baths have a wide range 
of clientele, ranging from families 
with small children that love to have 
toys while bathing, to celebrities and 
professional people, from Sydneyto 
Perth, Darwin to Melbourne, and 
everywhere in between. 






ACHIEVING THE LOOK 



KITCHEN 

CAPERS 

SPICE THINGS UP WITH 
THE LATEST COOKING 
EOUIPMENT S UTENSILS. 





HANDY 

GADGETS 

Every home cheF 
will love these great 
kitchen gadgets. 

ABOVE: This white silicone 
universal cover creates an 
airtight seal on pots or bowls 
to prevent spills when cooking 
or preserve Freshness when 



storing. The cute cloud- 
shaped cover is a very practical 
accessory to have. 

■ cheFn.com 
BELOW: Progressive has 
created the ProKeeper 
set oF ingredient-speciFic 
airtight containers including 
the ProKeeper For brown 
sugar. This Features a small 
terracotta disc on the inside 
oF the lid that helps keep 






the sugar moist and loose, 
and preserves Freshness. 
There are six models in the 
range and each one has 
measurement markings to 
indicate how much oFan 
ingredient remains. 

■ kitchenwaredirect.com.au 



ABOVE & LEFT: Kale is the 
most talked about vegetable 
oF the year. ThereFore it’s no 
surprise that its very own 
utensil exists. Introducing 
the CheF’n kale stripper, 
which comes in a handy little 
leaF-shape with eight holes 
oF varying sizes. It works on 
everything From kale to thyme 
and rosemary, and takes 
seconds to strip the leaves From 
the stems. ■ cheFn.com 
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ABOVE: This multi-award 
winner has a new ergonomic 
handle and brake button 
with Fast stopping action to 
separate and protect salad 
leaves. Useful For summer 
berries as well, the container 
doubles as a salad bowl and 
is available in various sizes 
and colours. 

■ zyliss.com 
OPPOSITE: Made From 
solid brass with a brushed 
chrome Finish, the Chevron 
Sink Mixer Features the pull 
down Function allowing easy 
movement and versatility. 

The bold geometric accents 
will add a modern twist to 
your kitchen. 

■ highgrovesbathrooms.com 

BELOW: With an elegant 
vintage look, the Phoenix 
Tapware Nostalgia Collection 
has a timeless styling to 
complement any traditionally 
designed kitchen. 

■ phoenixtapware.com.au 
BOTTOM: The original French 
wooden spoon is true to the 
shape and Feel we all love and 
know. Made in France From 
beech wood, this must-have 
utensil has a long, slender 
handle and a beautifully 



proportioned bowl — the 
ideal shape For stirring and 
mixing. Available in multiple 
sizes and shapes, it’s a classic 
For the kitchen. 

■ davidjones.com.au 
RIGHT: The 12cm high- 
quality stainless-steel blade 
cuts through the hardest of 
vegetables with ease. The 
textured, soft-grip handle 
perfectly controls the cutting 
action and is ideal For cutting 
French Fries, cooked and raw 
vegetables and even edges 
of ravioli. 

■ zyliss.com 






TEA TIME 



Relax with a cuppa. 

ABOVE: Indulge in the 
blending art oF ancient tea 
drinking with these beautiful 
and modern teapots. Made 
From porcelain and with 
a stainless steel in Fuser 
suspended From the lid rim, 
they are available in various 
designs and sizes. 

■ kitchenware 
direct.com.au 
RIGHT: Add a touch 
of romance and simple 
elegance with this premium 
porcelain teaware. 

■ villeroy-boch.com.au 
BELOW: Coffee lovers can 
now enjoy a coFFee machine 
with a personalised look. 
Individuals can change their 
kitchen styling with their 
mood or as a way to stay 
on top of changing interior 
trends by simply changing 
the coloured clips. The 
machine itself Features a 




19-bar extraction pressure 
system ensuring a perfect 
cup of coFFee every time. 
Twelve decorative side 
panels are available. 

■ breville.com.au 
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Make cooking easy with these contemporary 
cookers and stylish pots and pans. 



ABOVE: We adore the 
calming turquoise and rustic 
look oF this pot rack. With Five 
rungs made oFgenuinev/ood, 
it is a convenient element to 
your kitchen interior. 

■ FqcraFts.etsy.com 
BELOW: The AGA CitydOis 
a smaller, more dty-Friendly 
package. Made From cast 
iron, it employs radiant heat 
cooking technology and 
oFFers roasting, baking and 
simmering Functions and a 
hotplate allo\A/ing you to boil. 
This gem v/ill add more style 
and colour to your kitchen. 

■ agaaustralia.com.au 



RIGHT: Easy to clean and 
Fast to cook, these speedy 
ovens are perFect For the busy 
Food lovers out there. With 13 
Functions overall, the ovens 
oFFer various combinations oF 
cooking methods including 
microv/ave and Fan-Forced, 
microv/ave and grill, and Fan- 
Forced and grill. 

■ smeg.com.au 
BOTTOM RIGHT: With the 
impressive option oF 11 oven 
Functions, steam cooking. 
Forced air cooking and the 
combination oFboth, this is 
the latest kitchen necessity. 

■ ilve.com.au 
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LEFT: Crafted in Europe 
From premium, professional- 
grade stainless steel, this 
colourful cookware is 
ideal For various stovetops 
including induction. The 
range comes with a 
guarantee oF Five years and is 
suitable For use in the oven, 
microware, under the grill 
and in the Freezer. 

■ lecreuset.com.au 



ABOVE: This latest invention 
by French kitchen innovator 
De Dietrich is one of the 
smartest cooktops yet. 

The technology allows up 
to Five different vessels 
to be cooking at various 
temperatures simultaneously 
and determines where each 
sits on the hob and adjusts 
the temperature accordingly. 
With a mind oFits own, it 



also memorises chosen 
settings For each pan or pot. 

■ ilve.com.au 
BELOW: ASKO introduces 
to you the Series 7 Combi 
Steam Oven, a combination 
of oven and steamer. With a 
range oF programs to select 
From, the oven will guide you 
to choose the best setting 
For the dish you wish to cook. 

■ asko.com.au 
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ACHIEVING THE LOOK 




PASTA MANIA 

Our Favourite 
equipment will help you 
become a pasta expert 
and bring a little bit oF 
Italy into your home. 

RIGHT: Keep your pasta dry on 
this eFFicient pasta drying rack. 
Equipped with 16 rods that can 
carry up to 2kg oF pasta, the 
Tacapasta rods Fan out From a 
central column that also houses 
a multipurpose wand. 

■ yourhomedepot.com.au/ 
marcato 

BELOW: This simple, 
ergonomic dispenser that 
sprinkles Flour is essential For 
successFul pasta making, it can 
also be used For icing sugar, 
caster sugar or cocoa powder. 

■ yourhomedepot.com.au/ 
marcato 



FAR RIGHT: With a hand crank 
and Featuring 10 thickness 
levels For rolling pasta, the 
Marcato Atlas 150 is a sturdy 
little machine For any creative 
cheF. it creates three pasta 
shapes including lasagne, 
Fettucine and tagliolini. 

■ yourhomedepot.com.au/ 
marcato 

RIGHT: A classic For the 
kitchen. Keep your pasta Fresh 
and dry in the Chasseur La 
Cuisson Pasta Jar that is also 
microwavable. Freezer saFe, 
oven saFe and has a durable 
enamelled surFace. 

■ chasseur.com.au 
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Cheminee 

The AGA Shop, Sydney 




Proudly heating Australian homes since 1982 

Showroom located at: 118 Stanmore Road, Stanmore NSW T: (02) 9564 2694 E: sales@cheminee.com.au 



fAC^ 



www.cheminee.com.au 
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CLASS ACT 

BRUSH UP ON YOUR KITCHEN SKILLS WITH 
A COOK'S TOUR AROUND THE COUNTRY 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM LEFT: 

Rolling dough at Food 
I Am cooking school 
in Wagga Wagga; 
cooking For a cause 
at Fareshare cooking 
class; delicous gelato 
at Gelato Messina 
school; prepared 
kitchen table at Blue 
Mountains Cooking 
School; students 
cooking in action with 
localy ingredients at 
Rainforest Bounty 
cooking school; intense 
concentration at Three 
Seeds Cooking School. 




Food I Am (NSW) 

Local Riverina produce takes centre stage atTaniaSibrey s 
award -winning cooking school in Wagga Wagga. Seasonally 
themed workshops allow participants oFall abilities to cook 
with the Freshest ingredients sourced straight From Australia’s 
Food bowl. Food I Am showcases the Riverina’s best producers, 
artisans and ingredients, and regularly draws distinguished 
cheFs From around Australia to cook in its purpose-built 
kitchen Facilities. The cookery school has become a regional 
hotspot and was a winner at the 2014 Food Tourism awards. 
Foodiam.com.au 

Fareshare (Vic) 

Since 2001, Fareshare has established itselFas one oF 
Melbourne’s standout community organisations and 
innovative Food destinations. The charitable organisation 
reclaims unused Food destined For dumpsters and uses 
it to Fight hunger by cooking up to 25,000 Free meals For 
Victorian charities every week. Last year, almost 7000 
people volunteered to work in Fareshare’s industrial kitchen 
to make wholesome meals For the needy. The community 
kitchen operates around Five daily shiFts and no Formal 
training or proFessional experience is required. 
Fareshare.net.au 

Three Seeds Cooking School (ACT) 

Located in the heart oFFyshwick Markets, the Three Seeds 
Cooking School delivers a constantly evolving schedule oF 
classes ranging From BBO and Spanish to Portuguese and 
Middle Eastern cuisines. The hands-on classes are updated 
seasonally and include complimentary wine and a meal. 

Even better, private classes in Three Seeds’ state-oF-the-art 
kitchen are available For corporate events, social gatherings 
or even hens’ and bucks’ nights. 

3seeds.com.au 

Blue Mountains Cooking School (NSW) 

Situated in a 100-year-old weatherboard house on an acre 
oFgardens, you can’t help but Feel you’ve been transported 



to a bygone era as you walk up the path to the Blue 
Mountains Cooking School. Run by sisters Diana Ferguson 
and Cath Baker, students are in good hands as the ladies 
bring a liFetime oFexperience and cooking knowledge to 
the kitchen table. The school runs six to eight public classes 
per year as well as private lessons For avid learners. Diana 
and Cath’s essential piping techniques class is a Favourite, 
and ensures that home bakers can make their sweet treats 
look as good as they taste. 
bluemountainscookingschool.com.au 

Gelato Messina (NSW) 

Prepare to beat the heat this summer with an ice-cream 
making masterclass at cult-classic Messina Gelato’s Sydney 
headquarters. Voted Sydney’s best ice-cream maker, the 
passion and skill oF Messina’s cheFs are on display as they 
create gelato cakes and whip up mind-boggling Flavour 
creations. Prepare For brain Freeze as you indulge in a gelato 
degustation with more than 40 Flavours on oFFer, or, create 
two oFyour own Flavours to take home alongside a copy oF 
Gelato Messina’s prized recipe book. 
gelatomessina.com/au/classes 



Rainforest Bounty (Qld) 

Sandwiched between the Johnstone River and the lush 
tropical rainForest oFMount Bartle Frere, Geraldine 
McGuire’s kitchen exudes peace, tranquillity and hospitality. 
Geraldine oFFers a Full paddock-to-plate experience based 
on seasonal rainForest Fruits, organic meats and ingredients 
sourced From local Farmers and artisanal producers. AFter 
wandering down to the river to collect rainForest ingredients, 
participants can settle into the spacious riverside pavilion 
to soak up Geraldine’s signature Asian Fusion style. 
rainForestbounty.com.au 



Let us know about your Forthcoming 
classes by writing to us at Locked 
Bag 154, North Ryde, NSW 1670 or emailing 
australiancountrya)universalmagazines.com.au. 
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PICK OF THE CPOP 



COCONUTS 



HE WHO PLANTS 
A COCONUT TREE, 
PLANTS FOOD AND 
DRINK. VESSELS AND 
CLOTHING, A HOME 
FOR HIMSELF AND 
A HERITAGE FOR 
HIS CHILDREN ...THE 
LIST HAS GROWN 
STEADILY SINCE THAT 
SOUTH SEAS SAYING 
FIRST REFLECTED ON 
THE VALUE OF THE 
COCONUT PALM. 






Thick white coconut Flesh is the source 
oF desiccated, shredded, flaked, chipped 
and copra, or dried, coconut. From it is 
also extracted coconut cream, milk, oil, 
butter, milk powder and flour. Coconut 
sugar is produced From the sap oF the 
cut flower buds oF the coconut palm, 
which is collected and dried to evaporate 
the water content. The resulting tasty 
brown sugar is said to have a lower Gl 
rating than cane sugar, but the jury is 
out until the science is more thorough. 
Coconut sugar is not palm sugar, which 
is derived From the date palm. The sap 
is also used to produce coconut vinegar 
by Fermentation, and an amino sauce, 
which can be substituted For soy sauce. 
And that’s just the Food component. The 
husk is used to make coir, rope, matting 
and geo textiles. The pith makes coco 
peat and the shell is used in craFt, For 
vessels, charcoal and activated carbon. 
The trunk oF the tree is used For timber, 
the Fronds For thatch and roofing, the 
leaF stalks For brooms and Food skewers 
and the roots For medicines and a deep 
red to purple natural dye. 




In cooking, the use oFcoconut products 
is limitless. As a Food the nutritional value 
is excellent. It is a rich source oFFibre, zinc, 
calcium and potassium. The oil, one oF the 
Few non-animal saturated Fats, contains 
medium-chain Fatty acids which, unlike 
other saturated Fats, produce energy rather 
than being stored as Fat in the body. It also 
is recognised as having anti-viral, -Fungal 
and -bacterial properties. The rise and rise oF 
the popularity oFcoconut water is For good 
reason. It contains electrolytes that assist 
with hydration aFter exercise. As a reFreshing 
drink, it would do well to replace the Fizzy 
sweet drinks that contribute so much to the 
spiralling increase in obesity and diabetes in 
our society. All this From a nut that is not a nut, 
but a drupe — a stone Fruit just like a peach. 
The stone being the coconut as we know it. 



COCONUTCOESWITH:Almostanything,as 
it has both sweet and savoury applications, and 
Features in cuisines worldwide. Any list will just 
touch the surFace, but red and white meats, 
seaFood, curries, vegetables, rice, cakes, ice 
creams, alcoholic drinks — think pina colada 

— non-alcoholic drinks and tropical and citrus 
Fruit all marry well. 

SELECTION AND STORAGE: A Fresh 
coconut will keep For several months at room 
temperature. To prepare. First remove the 
outer husk. Cracking open a coconut First 
involves piercing the three holes at its base 

— use a Phillips head screwdriver — and 
draining the coconut water. Tap around the 
Full equator oF the nut with a hammer and 
very quickly the shell will split to reveal the 
Flesh. Once cracked, the Flesh should be 
removed and reFrigerated or Frozen. 
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Coconut Beef Serves 8 



4 spring onion bulbs and some green 
stalk, roughly chopped 

3 small red chillies, stalks removed 
Vi cup coarsely chopped garlic chives 
1 stick lemongrass, chopped 

Roots and stems From 1 bunch 
coriander, washed and chopped 
(reserve leaves For garnish) 

1 tablespoon sesame oil 
1 cup raw cashews 
800ml canned coconut cream 
500g beeF steak (scotch hllet For 
Fast cooking, chuck steak For 
longer cooking) 

4 small oval, purple-striped 
eggplants, quartered 

1 bunch snake beans, cut into 
3cm lengths 
GARNISHES 

1 cup shredded coconut Fried with 
1 teaspoon sea salt until brown 
Asian Fried shallot (packaged) 

Sliced red chilli 

Coconut yoghurt (see recipe below) 
Naan bread. Fried in a little coconut 
or peanut oil until crisp 



In a Food processor blend together spring 
onion, chillies, garlic chives, lemongrass and 
coriander roots and stalks, to make a coarse 
paste. Heat sesame oil (or use coconut oil iF 
you wish) in a large deep pot. Add paste and 
cook over a medium heat, stirring Frequently, 
For 10 minutes. Finely chop the cashews in 
the Food processor (no need to wash the 
bowl) and then stir these into the paste. 

Cook For 5 minutes, then stir in coconut 
cream. Heat until just simmering. 

Meanwhile, heat a ribbed grill pan and cook 
the eggplant on each side until browned. 

Add these to the pot, along with the snake 
beans. Return mixture to a simmer, stirring 
occasionally. Heat the grill pan to very hot and 
grill beeF For just one minute on each side, to 
brown well. (Scotch Fillet in one piece, chuck 
steak as individual pieces.) 

IFusing Fillet, cut into 2cm dice and add 
to the simmering mixture. Cook 5 minutes 
then turn oFFheat, cover and stand pot until 
required. The better quality steak will cook in 
this time. IFusing chuck, add to pan and cook 
over lowest possible heat For 1 hour or longer, 
stirring occasionally. This version beneFits 
From being made the day ahead and reheated. 
Add beans 5 minutes beFore serving. 



To serve, spoon into the coconut beeF in to 
dishes and garnish with the coconut, shallot, 
coriander leaves, chilli and coconut yoghurt, iF 
desired. IFyou wish, cook sticky rice in coconut 
water as another accompaniment. 

Coconut Yoghurt 



1kg natural Full-cream Greek yoghurt 
lOOg coconut milk powder 

Line a sieve with an overhanging double 
layer oF muslin and position it over a deep 
bowl. Spoon yoghurt into sieve, draw up the 
edges oFthe muslin and twist them together 
to enclose yoghurt. Stand overnight in the 
Fridge. This draining will yield IV 2 cups oF 
whey. Whisk milk powder into whey until 
smooth. Whisk curds (solids) into the coconut 
mixture until smooth. 

Spoon the coconut mixture into the 
original, cleaned yoghurt container or another 
plastic lidded container. ReFrigerate at least 
two hours beFore using. 

Serve with muesli, crunchy granita or 
porridge. Fruit, cakes and desserts, or with 
curries. Yoghurt can also be served Frozen (see 
the recipe on page 93). 
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Seafood in Coconut Broth 

Serves 6-8 



PICK OF THE CPOP 




Frozen Coconut Yoghurt with Coconut 
Biscuits, Mango & Papaya Serves 6-8 



COCONUT BROTH 

1 litre coconut water 

1 tablespoon finely chopped 
lemongrass (Fresh or Frozen) 

4 kaffir lime leaves, sliced 
3 large red chillies, chopped 
2cm piece green ginger, grated 
Grated rind and the juice oF 1 large lime 

2 spring onion bulbs, chopped 
Roots and stems From 1 bunch 

coriander, washed and chopped 
(reserve leaves For garnish) 

V 2 cup tiny dried shrimp (From 
Asian Food shops) 

1 tablespoon coconut sugar 

1 tablespoon coconut amino sauce 
(or soy or ponzu) 

SEAFOOD 

Your choice oF fleshy white fish (orange 
roughy, snapper, mahi mahi) cut into 
3cm dice 

Green prawns, peeled and deveined 
Fresh scallops 

Fresh green-lipped mussels, cleaned 
(remove From shells iFyou wish) 

VEGETABLES 

Vi daikon radish, julienned to 
matchsticks 

2 carrots, julienned to matchsticks 

1 bunch snake beans or garlic stems, 
cut into 3cm lengths 

GARNISH 

Green end oF 1 spring onion, shredded 

Fresh bean shoots 

Snow pea shoots, trimmed 

2 sliced red chillies 
Coconut chips 

Place all broth ingredients in a large saucepan 
and bring to a boil. Simmer For 5 minutes, 
turn oFF heat and stand For at least an hour, 
but preFerably longer, to let Flavours develop. 
Place prepared vegetables in a bowl and cover 
with boiling water. Drain and repeat, then 
stand until required. Strain broth through a 
sieve lined with muslin and return to a clean 
saucepan. Discard solids. Heat broth until 
simmering, then add seaFood, return to a 
simmer and cook 4-5 minutes. 

Strain vegetables and distribute between 
warmed plates. With a slotted spoon, distribute 
seaFood among plates, then spoon broth over. 
Top with your choice oFsuggested garnishes. 



Ikg coconut yoghurt (recipe page 91) 
COCONUT BISCUITS Makes 12 

1 egg white 

V4 cup coconut sugar 
V4 teaspoon concentrated 
vanilla extract 

2 tablespoons coconut flour 
30g salted butter, melted 

lOg macadamias, roasted and chopped 
TO SERVE 

Thinly sliced papaya and green mango 
Finely julienned rind and juice oF 1 lime 

To make Frozen coconut yoghurt spoon 
yoghurt into ice-cream maker and churn 
according to manuFacturer s instructions. 
Freeze until required and allow to soFten 
slightly beFore serving. (Alternatively, pour 
mixture into a shallow container and Freeze, 



stirring with a Fork every hour to keep smooth.) 

For coconut biscuits, preheat oven to 
1 SOT. Beat egg white until soFt peaks Form. 
Beat in sugar until dissolved, stir in vanilla 
and then Fold in siFted Flour alternatively with 
melted butter, beginning and ending with 
Flour. Spoon teaspoonFuls oFthe mixture 
onto greased oven trays. Spread each 
to 5cm diameter. Sprinkle with chopped 
macadamias. Bake For 12 minutes, or until the 
biscuits are Firm and dry. Cool on trays. Store 
in an airtight container until required, but 
biscuits are best eaten within 24 hours. 

Remove yoghurt From Freezer to 
reFrigerator at least 30 minutes beFore 
serving. Serve Frozen yoghurt accompanied 
by a coconut biscuit and thinly sliced papaya 
and green mango (or Fruit oFyour choice) 
combined with lime rind and juice. 
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Baked Coconut Rice Custard with Lychee & Watermelon Serves 6 



VA cups short-grain rice 
1 litre coconut water 
4 star anise 

320g can sweet condensed 
coconut cream 
4 egg yolks 

Grated rind and juice oF 2 limes 
FRUIT IN COCONUT-LIME SYRUP 
Vi cup coconut sugar 
Julienned rind and juice oF3 limes 
Vi teaspoon grated green ginger 
565g can lychees 
500g seedless watermelon, 
scooped into balls 
FOR DECORATION 
Vi cup chopped roasted macadamias 
25g packet coconut chips 



Combine rice, coconut water and star anise 
in a saucepan, cover and cook over a low 
heat 30 minutes, or until most liquid is 
absorbed. Remove From heat and stand 10 
minutes. Remove star anise and stir lime 
rind into coconut. 

Preheat oven to 150°C. Whisk together 
yolks, condensed coconut milk and lime 
juice. Pour over rice in saucepan and mix 
thoroughly. Place a small piece oFbaking 
paper into 6 x y4-cup baking moulds (or 
one large dish). Spoon in rice, packing well. 
Place containers in a shallow baking tray 



and pour in hot water to about 1cm deep. 
Cover containers loosely with baking paper, 
then place tray in centre oF preheated 
oven. Bake 40 minutes. 

Cool slightly in containers then turn 
out rice to serve, at room temperature. 
Combine coconut sugar, lime rind and 
juice and ginger in a bowl. Add lychees 
and their syrup and the watermelon. 
ReFrigerate until required. Serve rice 
sprinkled with macadamias and coconut 
chips, and the Fruit in syrup. Serve extra 
syrup separately. 
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uNLY 
$19.95 
EACH 



• Evocative country images From around Australia 

• Inspiring quotes 

• Ample writing space each day 

• Proudly Australian 



February / March W16 



FOR THE COMPLETE PAPER POCKET RANGE, VISIT PAPERPOCKET.COM.AU 










DRINKS 



RAISING THE BAR 



HERE ARE THE LATEST DROPS. NEWS AND VIEWS FROM 
THE WORLD OF BEER, WINE AND SPIRITS. 









AUSTRALIAN CIDER 

Cider is the booze bandwagon 
everyone is jumping on. The cider 
market is growing by a third every year 
and is squeezing the beer From bottle 
shop Fridges. As with most Fads there 
are the artisan Fanatics and the Frauds 



who are just cashing in. The Fanatics 
seek out obscure apple varieties 
such as Kingston Black, Foxwhelp, 
the Cox’s and Sturmer Pippins and 
the attractively named Brown Snout. 
The Frauds import apple concentrate. 




The diFFerence between proper cider 



made by crushing and Fermenting 
real apples (or pears) and the sweet, 
Fizzy alcoholic cider’ which is made 
From apple juice concentrate has to 
be tasted to be believed. Seek out 
some oF these local producers: The 
Hills Cider Company, Adelaide Hills 
SA (thehillscidercompany.com.au) 
Small Acres Cyder in Orange NSW 
(smallacrescyder.com.au), Bress Cider 
in Harcourt Vic (bress.com.au) and Red 
Sails Cider in Middleton, Tas 
(redsails.com.au). 



BARBECUED DUCK 

CLYDE PARK LOCALE PINOT NOIR 2014, $25 

Pinot at this price point is rarely exciting but this 
one really grabs a pinot Fancier’s attention. Bursting 
with Flavour and aroma there’s juicy cherry and 
plum Fruit, great texture and it’s a wonderFul red 
to sniFFand savour. Barbecued duck is 
the perFect accompaniment. 



SIPPING OR 
CELLARING 

MOUNT LANGHI GHIRAN 
CLIFF EDGE RIESLING 
2012, $20 

Lang hi Ghiran may be 
Famous For its Shiraz but 
don’t neglect its Riesling. 
This aFFordable delight is 
austere, digniFied and a 
great expression oF the 
variety. It already shows 
a touch oFbottle age and 
is delicious with grilled 
trout but could beneFit 
From another Five or so 
years in the cellar. 




DID you KNOW? THERE ARE TWO DIFFERENT METHODS WINEMAKERS CAN USE 
TO GIVE A ROSE OR RINK SPARKLING WINE ITS COLOUR. THE MOST COMMON 
IS THE TACHE METHOD. THE WORD MEANS STAIN IN FRENCH AND THE WHITE 
WINE IS LITERALLy STAINED B/ THE ADDITION OE A LITTLE RED WINE. THE 
OTHER METHOD IS A BIT TRICKIER AND HARDER TO CONTROL. THE JUICE EROM 
RED GRAPES USED EOR MAKING CHAMPAGNE SUCH AS PINOT NOIR OR PINOT 
MEUNIER IS ALLOWED TO PICK UP A LITTLE COLOUR EROM ITS SKINS. 





SUMMER 
QUAFFING 

FOUNDSTONE PINOT 
GRICI02015,$8 

Subtlety is not a word 
you would normally 
associate with an 
$8 white but it is 
appropriate here. This is 
a European-styled white, 
light. Fresh, relatively 
low in alcohol, subtly 
Flavoured and great with 
seaFood and salads. 



CELEBRATING 

DEVIATION ROAD 
ALTAIRBRUT 
ROSE NV, $32 

Elegant and 
distinguished, this 
meticulously made 
pale pink bubbly has 
whiFFs oFstrawberry 
and CroFton apples, 
a delicate bubble and 
a Finish that is super 
clean. It’s perFect For 
serving with canapes. 
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Available at selected 
stockists or online. 



Bridestowe 

Lavender Estate 
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INFUSED TEA RANGE 



Specialty teas with 
a lavender twist. 
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English Breakfast & Lavender I Lavender Grey I Lavender China Sencha I Lavender Tea I 
Chamomile & Lavender I Bridestowe Bouquet I Lavender White I Lavender Mint 
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Bridestowe 

Lavender Estate 



Bridestowe Lavender 
296 Gillespies Rd Nabowla 
Tasmania Australia 7260 I P 03 6352 8182 



www.bridestowelavender.conn.au 








The hilltop spa town 
oF Caramanico Terme 
is about an hour’s 
drive From Pratola. 



ESCAPE POUTES 




FOR AN ALTERNATIVE TO WELL-WORN TUSCANY, 
THE RELATIVELY UNKNOWN CENTRAL ITALIAN 
ABRUZZO REGION OFFERS AN AUTHENTIC 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE CAPACITY TO SURPRISE. 




ESCAPE POUTES 







Florence, San Gimignano, Siena. UAquila, Sulmona, 
Pratola. I hazard a guess that more often than not 
the first three names ring a loud bell, the second 
three not so much. The first set belongs to an 
Italian region that is much publicised, much loved, 
much visited: Tuscany. The second three, on the 
other hand, belong to a region Further south in 
Central Italy, just north-west oF Rome, that is still 
off the tourist track: Abruzzo. 

I base myselFin Pratola. The town doesn’t Feature in any 
oF thie Few guide books available on the Abruzzo region. Its 
old part is typical oF Italian towns: narrow alleys, washing 
hanging oFF balconies, hidden jewels such as the little 
church, Sucre Della Presentazione Maria SS, and the piazzas, 
central to social interaction. Once a week the Via Corso 
turns into a Farmers’ market with oFFerings From artichoke to 
zucchini. From Fish to Fennel, with truFFle and saFFron thrown 




in. Patrola is a piece oFgenuine Italy. And it still belongs to 
Italians. This, I will learn over the course oF the next Few days, 
applies to most oF the Abruzzo region. It is an Italy that the 
overrun and expensiveTuscany can’t supply anymore. 

Alberto is the local cop in Pratola. He walks the old 
town almost daily — sporting Ray-Ban sunglasses and an 
immaculate uniForm like all Italian policemen. On day Four 
he stops me on my way to CaFFe del Corso at the Piazza 
Madonna della Libera, where beau tiFu I young Martina 
already knows what I will have: una cappuccino e un 
cornetto semplice — my daily breakFast routine. This time 
breakFast has to wait; I have to explain myselF to Alberto. As it 
turns out he is driven not so much by suspicion but curiosity. 
Strangers are a rare sight in Pratola. Seeing my cameras, 
he wants to know iFI’m here to photograph his town. His 
English is excellent, a relieFas my Italian is anything but, and 
most people in Pratola speak just that. Hearing that I’m From 



Australia, Alberto quickly points out that many people in 
Pratola have connections to the land so Far away. “People 
leFt the region For America or Australia,” he says. “There 
were no jobs here, no Future.” It is an assessment that still 
applies today. The Abruzzo region has been economically 
depressed For a very long time. Just opposite Pratola, on the 
other side oF the valley, the village oF Roccocasale clings to 
the steep slopes oF the Montagne del Morrone, part oF the 
mountainous Maiella National Park. In 1920 the village had 
about 2000 residents. Now there are about 750. 

In the northern section oF Maiella National Park, maybe 
an hour’s drive From Pratola, perched on the slope oFa hill 
is the spa town oF Caramanico Terme. It is one oF the Few 
towns with tourist inFrastructure. The hotels, restaurants 
and coFFee shops, however, cater almost exclusively to Italian 
tourists. The national parks visitor centre is also in town. Here 
I obtain the Free permit For a walk through the dramatic 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Beautiful architecture 
in Pratolo; waitress 
at Pratola’s Cafe 
Corso bearing Don’s 
daily dose of coFFee 
and croissants; local 
produce at the Pratola 
market; selection oF 
cheese at a market stall; 
locals inspecting the 
splendid produce, on 
offer at the market. 
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Gole di OrFento, a deep limestone gorge below town. The 
steep rocky slopes are covered with a green thicket oF beech, 
ash and hazel. In its depth an ice-cold, crystal-clear creek 
rushes over polished rocks. Birds sing. The dry summer heat 
caresses walkers in soFt breezes. Many Flowers, rare orchids 
among them, are displaying their splendour along the track. 
The old town above is soon Forgotten, replaced by a wild 
landscape oF touching beauty. This is one oF the trademarks 
oF the Abruzzo region. Between the old villages and relatively 
untamed nature there are Few buFFer zones. 

The outstanding Feature oFAbruzzo, and another that 
distinguishes it From Tuscany, is its network oF three national 
parks and 30 nature reserves, making it the green heart oF 
Italy. The most Famous park is the iconic Gran Sasso National 
Park. A spectacular road leads up to the treeless high plains 
oF the Gampo Imperatore. It is early summer. Horses roam 
the plains, alpine wild Flowers colour the meadows. This 
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is the time the locals collect wild spinach, a leafy plant 
that grows in soggy meadows when the snow has just 
disappeared. I learn that the wild vegetable tastes best fried 
with garlic and chilli in olive oil and then tossed with pasta. 
Almost every day storm clouds will billow over the snowfields 
on the high peaks, sucking the evaporating moisture into 
the atmosphere and unloading them in brief thunderstorms 
later in the day. The road ends at 2130 metres altitude at the 
decaying orange-red Art Deco Hotel di Campo Imperatore. 
Here Benito Mussolini was kept prisoner for 1 2 days in 
1943 until the Nazis freed him temporarily in a daring raid 
using gliders. Nearby is an observatory and the top station 
of a cable car. Mountain walkers start here to climb Corno 
Grande, which, at almost 3000m, is the highest and most 
prized peak of the entire Apennine range. 

The ancient town of Castel del Monte, which received 
international exposure as one of the locations for the George 



Glooney movie. The American, lies within the borders of the 
Gran Sasso National Park. Although one of the better known 
mountain towns, it is very quiet and I roam the narrow alleys 
alone. The same applies to the old village of Rocca Galascio 
not far from Gastel del Monte. Above it, on top of the 
ridge, are the ruins of a once mighty castle. Nearby, at the 
edge of the rolling Navelli Plain that leads into the distance 
towards the limestone bastion of Gorno Grande, sits the 
extraordinary church of Santa Maria della Pieta. The church 
was built in an unusual octagonal design in the late-1 6th 
century. It is one of the many churches attributed to the 
herding practice of transhumance. Often built in remote 
locations, they mark the routes people took to drive their 
livestock to the mountain pastures in summer. Again I’m the 
only visitor at this extraordinary location. 

Abruzzo is full of unique cultural treasures. Unlike those 
in Tuscany, their existence is practically unknown and 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Horses grazing at Gran 
Sasso; Gole di OrFento, 
a deep limestone gorge 
below the spa town oF 
Caramanico Terme; the 
hermitage oF Eremo di 
San Bartolomeo; path 
leading to Eremo di 
San Bartolomeo. 
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The old village oFRocca Calascio is not Far From 
Castel del Monte. Above it, on top oF the ridge, 
are the ruins oFa once mighty castle. 




ESCAPE POUTES 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM BELOW: 

Sculpture in L’Aquila; 
L’Aquila street viewed 
through an archway; 
Piazza XX Settembre 
in Sulmona; religious 
painting on a Sulmona 
street; time For a chat in 
Sulmona; Chiesa Santa 
Maria di Collemaggio. 








they haven’t been elevated to exotic locations in novels by 
the likes oFDan Brown. The closest pendant to Tuscany’s 
Florence is historic FAquila south-west oFGran Sasso National 
Park. PAquila, however, is a truly unFortunate town. Since the 
devastating earthquake on April 6, 2009 — not the First in 
its long history — the magniFicent city with its architectural 
and cultural beauty is, as policeman Alberto expressed it, 

“a wounded city”. AFter those terrible minutes, when the 
earth buckled and shook, almost every building that was still 
standing had to be extensively supported to prevent total 
collapse. Tiziana Gualtier, a teacher From the town oFSulmona 
Further south, visited LAquila ayear aFter the event as she 
couldn’t Face the sight oF the damaged city any earlier. “The 
First thing that struck me,” she remembers when she Finally 
went there, “was the silence.” The silence is now replaced 
by the cacophonic noise oF reconstruction and restoration. 
There is a Forest oFcranes above the centre but it will probably 
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take another decade before LAquila is brought back to life. 
Going to LAquila should not be seen as a case of catastrophe 
tourism but to help this wounded cultural pearl in her long 
healing process. And there is still a lot to see — the impressive 
fortress above town or the extraordinary Basilica of Santa 
Maria di Collemaggio are only two examples. 

Much less damaged isSulmona, 10 kilometres south-east 
of Pratola. The city is the birthplace of the Roman poet, Ovid. 
It is a factTiziana Gualtier is very proud of “Every year,” she 
explains, “the city celebrates the Ars, Eros, Gibus [Art, Love, 
Eood] Eestival.” Part of this festival is an event called Kissing 
under Ovid s Gaze at the Piazza XX Settembre. Gountless 
couples gather there at the beginning of December, when 
winter exhales its icy breath over the city, and kiss each 
other right under Ovid’s sculpture in the centre of the 
piazza. Sulmona was once a rich and influential town. Its 
architecture and cultural monuments still show a grandeur 



that reflects these times of importance. One ofSulmona’s 
prized specialities is confetti, sugar-coated and coloured 
almonds. The little pieces are sold as sweets or are artfully 
crafted into flowers to form large decorative bouquets. 

Although Abruzzo’s landscape is dominated by wild 
mountains, rolling hills, high plains and dark forests, there 
is another, very different part to the region: the coast. Erom 
Pratola it takes just 45 minutes to the port town of Pescara. 
Pescara lies on the Adriatic, a coastline that lacks the dramatic 
beauty of its eastern counterpart, the Tyrrhenian coast. There 
is however a section of this timid, mostly surfless, coast that 
warrants a seaside trip: theTrabocci coast between Erancavilla 
al Mare and Vasto. Trabocci are wooden constructions built 
into the coastal waters. At the end of these Piligree structures 
is a large Pishing net that can be lowered into the water. 

Usually built on promontories to reach deeper water, some 
of these amazing contraptions are still in use. I combine 



ABOVE: 

The Famous Piazza XX 
Settembre in Sulmona. 
Countless couples 
gather there For the 
annual event, Kissing 
under Ovid’s Gaze. 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM RIGHT: 

Trabocco Fishing 
platforms near San Vito 
on the Adriatic coast; 
pit stop on the walk to 
Fattoriajovana; senior 
citizen oFScanno; 
charming cobblestoned 
stairs leading through 
the streets oFScanno. 





.1 




the excursion to theTrabocd coast with a simple Fish meal 
in a tiny restaurant overlooking the water. There I watch a 
pale super moon rising over the pastel blue oF the balmy 
ocean, silhouetting Tabocco PuntaTuFano to the right. The 
photogenic Trabacco Sasso della Cajana to the leFtsits in 
Front oFa lingering orange aFterg low. Towards the mountains, 
remnants oFsummer storms decorate the sky. 

Up in these mountains, at the Fringe oF the Abruzzo 
National Park, sits Scanno, maybe the quintessential 
Abruzzo mountain village. In 1951, Scanno enjoyed a visit 
From the great master oF photography, Henry Cartier- 
Bresson. Cartier-Bresson was Fascinated by the beauty 
oFScanno and immortalised the town with iconic mono 
images oF timeless beauty. On many oF them, local women 
are seen wearing their traditional costumes. Scanno is also 
the starting point oFwalks into the surrounding mountains. 



I Follow a track through a narrow valley and up to a saddle. 
What I see From there is a peaceFul hidden paradise oF 
alpine meadows surrounding Fattoriajovana, a remote 
Farmhouse at the Foot oF the Serra Spavera. There I meet 
Dino CarFaguini, who lives in Boston. He leFt the region 
as a young man and pursued his dreams on the other 
side oF the Atlantic. But his heart never leFt Abruzzo. Now 
in his late 70s, he comes back every year to spend a Few 
months up in his native mountains at the Fattoriajovana. 
The Farm oFFers walkers meals and drinks and a bed For 
the night iF required. It’s Dino’s Italian world, a world that 
has dramatically changed. “There used to be a town with 
400 people here”, he remembers. “Now there is a Fattoria 
[Farm] and some summer pastures”. The once widespread 
agricultural world oF Abruzzo is shrinking Fast. With people 
leaving the region. Farms are abandoned, pastures run to 



ABOVE: The hilltop 
town oF Celano in the 
Province oF L’Aquila. 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

Cherry stalls during the 
Festival in Raiano; the 
annual event is held 
at the height oF the 
season in July; locals 
and visitors \A/alking 
do\A/n the cherry 
decorated streets; a 
religious procession in 
Pratola marks a more 
sombre occasion. 



seed. Forests are expanding, valleys Fall silent and bears, 
wolves and lynx are back. 

Maybe the economic hardship is why the people oF the 
Abruzzo region are stubbornly holding on to traditions. 
From spring through to autumn, there is always something 
to celebrate and various Festivals Fill the calendar. On July 
6 it is Raiano s turn: The Cherry Festival is on. Raiano sits in 
the centre oFextensive cherry orchards and the Fresh, crisp 
Fruit pile up on tables. A-grade cherries are selling Fast For 
€5 a kilo. In the aFternoon, with storm clouds billowing and 
threatening to dampen the Festivities, a colourFul parade 
makes its way along a shady alley oF horse chestnut trees 
into town and to the main square. Town Folk are dressed 
in traditional costumes, women wear necklaces made 
oF cherries. They sing, dance, laugh and there is an air oF 
careFree enjoyment. 




That evening I return to Pratola to Find the street to the 
house I rent cordoned oFF by Alberto and his crew. A religious 
procession is underway: Sollenita del Corpus Domini — 
the Solemnity oF the Body oF Christ. The loud and joyFul 
atmosphere oFRaiano is replaced by a more sombre mood. 
Like the cherry Festival, this religious procession is a show not 
For tourists but entirely For locals. Tuscany, For all its beauty, 
lost its innocence a long time ago. In the Abruzzo region, 
however, it is still intact. M 
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ADVENTURES 
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Scott McGregor's 



• Unique itineraries • Fully escort^ small groups • Gmality meals and accotirimodation • 

• Broad rangeqf excursions • Cultutolly enlightened pr^rams • Expert tour 



aders 






♦ 



VIENNA TO THE VATICAN 

Sicily to Malta optional extension By Rail and Road 
With Tim Fischer AC 
] - 18 May then 18 - 24 May 2016 



SCANDINAVIA 

by Rail, Road and Sea 
With Scott McGregor 
25 July- 11 August 2016 



VENICE TO ISTANBUL 

By Roil, Road, Air and Special Train 
With Scott McGregor and Friends 
1-23 September 2016 



• AUSTRIA • ITALY • TUSCANY • ROME 
• SICILY • MALTA • 



STOCKHOLM • LAPLAND • LOFOTEN ISLANDS 
• NORWAY'S COAST • OSLO • 



ITALY • SLOVENIA • HUNGARY • ROMANIA 
• BULGARIA • TURKEY • 












Sigiriya Rock 



Stoney Ci‘eek Viaduct 



Pump Hous Point boutique hotel 



SRI LANKA 

On the Viceroy Special Luxury train 
With Scott Mcgregor 
1- 12 March 2016 



OUTBACK QUEENSLAND 

By Roil, Road and Air 
With Robert Kingsford-smith 
3-17 May 2016 And 23 August - 6 September 2016 



TASMANIAN WINE ADVENTURE 

By Rail, Road and River 
With Greg Turner 
14 - 24 April 2016 



■ COLOMBO • KANDY • CULTURAL TRIANGLE < 
• TEA COUNTRY • GALLE • 



• LONGREACH • WINTON • MT ISA • THE GULF • • LAUNCESTON • TAMAR VALLEY • CRADLE MOUNTAIN • 

_ • COBBALD GORGE • UNDARRA* CAIRNS • PT DOUGLAS • • STRAHAN • LAKE ST CLAIR • HOBART • BOTHWELL • 



DEIPILED BifoCHUQES. HOII^ HIPOnHQTIQPPiD CPTPLOCUtof PLL PPIb TPPPS 

1300^33 






SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION 




LEARNING 
FOR LIFE 

SENIOR STUDENTS FROM 
CLAREMONT'S METHODIST 
LADIES' COLLEGE VIE 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO VOLUNTEER FOR 
THE SCHOOLS ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE- 
LEARNING TRIP 







CLOCKWISE 
FROM RIGHT: 

Volunteers Fronn 
MLC looking after 
the babies; playing 
with children; 
the volunteers 
shouldered their 
responsibilities; 
helping with 
construction work 
in Sapa; Madeleine 
Murray has decided 
she wants to work 
with children since 
the experience. 




They battled language barriers, the challenge oF 
crossing streets packed with kamikaze motorbikes, 
roaming dogs and shabby buildings, but nothing 
deterred a group oF highly motivated students 
From Perth’s Methodist Ladies’ College (MLC). In 
spite oFthe many physical and cultural challenges, 
the students, who were hand-picked For a recent 
volunteer experience in Vietnam, came away vowing 
they’d had the time oF their lives. 

A Focus on hands-on service in both a local and 
international context is integral to MLC s ethos, and the 
trip to Vietnam For 26 year 1 1 students is just one example. 
MLC also oFFers trips to Malaysia and has recently added a 
trip to an elephant conservation centre in Thailand For year 
10 students. 

The school’s chaplain, Reverend Hollis Wilson, was one 
oFthe six staFF members who accompanied the girls on the 
Vietnamese trip and says the service-learning program is 
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integral to the students’ development. “It broadens their 
understanding oFdiFFerent cultures, and takes them outoF 
their comFort zones,” he says. He adds that the international 
service-learning trip teaches the students that individual 
acts matter. “This encourages service when they become 
adults,” he says. “They learn things including compassion, 
empathy, the value oFservice and hard labour.” 

There is a rigorous selection process For the school’s 
overseas volunteer programs. Years 10 and 11 students 
submit a written application expressing why they wish 
to be part oF the trip and what skills they will bring to the 
experience. StaFF members then have the diFFicult decision 
oFselecting the candidates, bearing in mind the girls’ 
previous community experience and volunteer work. 

The international programs are hotly contested by the 
students. There were 51 applicants this year, but only 
26 volunteers were chosen For Vietnam, and 10 For the 
Malaysian trip. The conservation trip to Thailand has only 56 



spots available From a year group oF 150 year 10 students. 

What is particularly noteworthy about MLC’s international 
service-learning program is that the students raise money 
to spend on the communities they are servicing abroad. This 
year, they raised a grand total oF$1 8,000, beating lastyear’s 
total oF$1 4,000. Fundraising activities included carwashes, 
bake sales, and sausage sizzles. The money the students 
raised went towards building toilets and shower blocks in the 
remote mountain community oFSapa, buying monitors For 
the children’s classrooms and some students even bought 
Food For the Vietnamese people they met in the villages. 

Year 1 1 student Madeleine Murray was one oF the girls 
who joined this year’s Vietnam trip. During the two-week 
adventure, the girls visited a school in Hanoi, a community in 
Sapa, and lastly, an orphanage in Saigon (Ho Chi Minh City). 
“It was shocking to see the standard oF living over there,” 
Madeleine says. “But it is a beautiFul country and they love 
and support one another.” 
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CLOCKWISE 
FROM ABOVE: 

The boarding house 
is located in the 
historic Centenary 
Building; student 
back at school- 
teacher with her 
students; the 
volunteer group on 
the Vietnam trip. 



At the school, the girls taught English, created art and 
played sport with students From years one to six. In Sapa, they 
were involved in construction, helping to build toilets and 
shower blocks. However, it was the orphanage experience 
that Madeleine Found the most memorable and rewarding. 

“The children gave us lots oFhugs, they learned our 
names and we learned theirs,” she says. “We made a real 
connection with them and they were very Friendly. Like most 





children theyjust needed to be hugged, held and loved.” 
Most oF the children in the orphanage were toddlers 
and babies. The girls helped Feed and also shower the little 
ones. “The trip taught us that we are all so privileged,” 
Madeleine says. “We came away Feeling the need to use 
that to help the less Fortunate.” 

Its For these reasons that Madeleine believes volunteer 
work, especially in an international context, is important. “It 
helped us realise how much we have,” she says “It is easy to 
Forget how lucky we are when we don’t see what others live 
with. We have a lot oFopportunities here in Australia. Any 
chance to give back, especially overseas, we should.” 

The international service-learning programs have an 
ongoing liFe in the MLC community. Another group oF 
students will also travel to Vietnam next year to continue the 
volunteer eFForts. For Reverend Wilson, the impact on the 
students was evident long beFore the trip was over. “I noticed 
a change in the girls’ characters during the trip,” he says. 
“They had more conPidence and selFassu ranee, and were 
more willing to talk about their experiences during the day.” 
The trip also gave Madeleine and her peers a new 
perspective on their Futures. “It impacted on the way we 
see things, and the pathways we want to take,” she says. “I 
have now decided I want to work with children For a career. 
Personally, I learned I can make a dlFFerence. That even a little 
at a time will have an eFFect.” M 



114 australiancountry.net.au 




ResJoration 

Station 



7::e shopthat 

“ E FORGOT 



Imagine... 



You've just walked through the doors of 
a department store... the year is 1925, 
what would you expect to see? 
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WEATHER OR NOT 
KOOROORINYA LADIES WEEKEND 

More than 50 women From a vast swathe oF northern and 
western Queensland leFt the drought behind For a weekend 
oFFun at the Kooroorinya Races Reserve near Prairie. They 
packed swags and cocktail wear and converged on the 
bush racetrack From as Far aField as Richmond, Hughenden, 
Longreach, Charters Towers, Moranbah and Clermont For 
a Fabulous program oF relaxation and good times. With the 
byline oF“weather or not”, the inaugural Kooroorinya Ladies 
Weekend was an idea that was born over a Few smokos. Many 
email conversations later the event started to take shape. 
Participants had the chance to enjoy a range oFactivities and 
get away From the everyday realities oFliFe on the land. For the 
past three years these women and their Families have been 
dealing with the ongoing eFFects oFdrought, destocking their 
properties and hand-Feeding the remaining cattle and sheep 
to maintain condition. More than 80 percent oFQueensland 
is currently in this situation and this event was a great way For 
the women to destress and express their creativity. 

Belly dancing, card making, tie dyeing and creating 




Fascinators out oFbras were some oF the Fun activities on 
the program. With input From Mental Illness Fellowship NQ 
and Joy McClymont From OFFThe Track Training, the event 
also Focused on mental health and physical wellbeing. With 
hairdressers, massage therapists and beauty consultants on 
site and no drought talk, the women were able to relax as 
they enjoyed pampering during the day. Following campFire 
cocktails in the evening and a night under the stars, everyone 
went home with huge smiles and big plans For next year. 

LET US KNOW ABOUT /OU^ UPCOMING 
EVENT EMAIL THE EDITOR KIPST/ MCKENZIE ON 
KMCKENZIE@UNIVEPSALMAGAZINES.COM.AU. 



CLOCKWISE 
FROM LEFT: 

Hairdressers and 
beauty consultants 
were on hand; a 
humble jar with a 
new lease on life; tie 
dyeing class results; 
belly dancing; exercise 
break; headwear on 
show; Kooroorinya 
Reserve is in remote 
northern Queensland. 
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SUMMER IS HERE AND 
THAT MEANS GOOD TIMES 
AT THE BEACH AND THE 
POOL THESE WATERPROOF 
BEAUTY ESSENTIALS WILL 
TAKE YOU FROM SWEAT .'y'? 
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Crop Natural Skincare 
Natural Eyeliner Pencil 
$16.00, cropnatural 
skincare.com 






The Organic Project 

Simple As That Makeup 

Remover, $19.95, 

theorganicproject. 

com.au 
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THINGS WE LOVE 







1 Sophisticated 
packaging and a stunning 
hand blown borosilicate 
glass vessels nnake these 
beauties the centrepiece 
of any setting. Eco- 
conscious Black Arrow 
candles are nnade with 
1 00 per cent soy wax and 
wooden wicks and are 



poured and packaged to 
order in NSW. Pictured: 
Mernnaid Dream has a 
base note oFcoconut 
and hints oF vanilla and 
almond, blackarrow 
candles.com.au 
2 Using laboratory 
beakers and conical 
Flasks, Melbourne-based 
Alchemy Produx delivers 
an industrial vibe 
combined with unique 
Fragrance combinations 
such as lychee and 
black tea. 

alchemyprodux.com 








LIGHT UP YOUR LIFE WITH THESE 
SCENT-SATIONAL CANDLES FROM 
AUSTRALIA AND BEYOND. 





3 




3 The Kitchen collection 
smells good enough to 
eat with scents such as 
nougat and espresso. 

blackmilkcandles. 

com.au 

4 The Dr Salty’s “Man”dle 
range wouldn’t look out 
oF place in a ’40s barber 
shop. The scents pay 
homage to the dapper 
gentleman, masculine 
and spicy without being 
overpowering. Delivered 
in a paint tin each 
Fragrance has its own 
story, etsy.com/au/shop/ 
AnvilCreekCo 
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THINGS WE LOVE 





5 Made in USA, the Tin 
“Can”dle collection is 
based on a special soy/ 
paraFFin wax blend. Retro- 
style labels are paired 
with Fragrances such 

as cinnamon buns and 
black cherry. 
candleme.com.au 

6 Variety is the spice 
oF liFe and each week 
Jsala reveals new 
glassware and Fragrances. 
Hand-poured in 
Yarrambat Victoria using 
100 per cent soy wax 
Jsala can also be Found at 
Latrobe University Market 
every Sunday. 
jsalasoycandles.com.au 





7 From a home- 
based Victorian studio 
specialising in unusual 
glassware including 
on -trend concrete and 
copper, these candles 
are hand-poured and 
100 per cent soy wax. 
Horenceandmyrtle.com 

8 Hand-craFted in 
northern NSW From 
100 per cent beeswax. 
Happy Flame candles 
have no added Fragrance 
and come in a variety oF 
shapes and sizes From 
votives to pillars. 
happyHame.com.au 

9 These gorgeous tins 
elicit memories oFa time 
gone by, when candle 
power cast a soFt glow, 
quandiallacandleco. 
com.au 




10 Truly Tasmanian, 
these beehive-shaped 
candles are made with 
beeswax sourced From 
leatherwood trees 
growing in the wilderness. 
beebeauty.com 




10 
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IN THE SHOPS 




ADIRONDACK CHAIRS 

A classic For the beach, by the pool or on the porch, 
Adirondack chairs are handcrafted From mahogany 
hardwood with stainless Fittings. They are ideal For 
sitting back and enjoying your Favourite book. 

■ adironackchairsaustralia.com.au 



JSALA SOY CANDLES 

The Coloured Jar range From Jsala Soy Candles has 
a double wick and burns an incredible scent For 
80 hours. All candles are 100 per cent soy and are 
proudly hand poured in the workshop in Yarrambat. 

■ jsaiasoycandles.com.au 



TRELOAR ROSES 

Named the Gallipoli Centenary Rose, the Kortutu 
rose was selected to commemorate one oF the most 
signiFicant moments in Australia’s history. Bred in 
Germany, it has high tolerance to diseases. 

■ treloarroses.com.au 



STORE STROLLING 

THINGS WE LOVE THAT YOU ARE BOUND TO WANT IN YOUR LIFE. 





VILLA MAISON 

Make your home the place to be this summer with 
Fresh and stylish homeware From Villa Maison. Its 
new summer collection is influenced by the popular 
Hamptons style and highlights crisp whites. Fresh 
naturals and coastal blues. 

■ villamaison.com 




UNTOUCHED WORLD 

Add a pop of colour to your outfit with this easy 
going possum and silk zip sweater From the 
pioneering sustainable outfitter. Untouched World. 
With a contrast collar and a kite zip pull, this sweater 
combines comfort and style and retails For $379. 

■ untouchedworld.com 



CLASS IS BRASS 

Sleep like royalty in Australia’s most elegant beds From 
Class is Brass. With almost three decades oF exquisite 
craftsmanship the beds are designed with traditional 
genuine cast iron and brass, and will transform your 
bedroom into a modern masterpiece. 

■ classisbrass.com.au 




GILLY STEPHENSON 

Creams, oils, waxes and more, Gilly Stephenson’s 
range is designed For all aspects of wood Finishing. 
Handmade From Western Australian beeswax and 
other natural ingredients, the range comes with the 
assurance oF more than 30 years’ expertise. 

■ gillystephenson.com 



ULTIMATE EARS 

The 360-degree speaker blasts loud, insanely 
good sound with deep and powerful bass in every 
direction. The UE BOOM 2 is also waterproof, dirt- 
prooFand shockproof allowing you to push the limits 
oFyour music experience. 

■ origin.ultimateears.com 



PRESSED TIN PANELS 

This leading manufacturer oF pressed metal 
panels has more than 1 00 years’ experience. From 
kitchens and bathrooms to Feature walls and 
counter Fronts, a special grade of aluminum is used 
to ensure its high-standard product. 

■ pressedtinpanels.com 
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CHRIS'S CREATIONS 

From wedding gowns and skirts to scarves and 
jackets, Chris’s Creations handmakes all garments 
From upcycled, recycled doilies and chenille clothing 
and Furnishings. The range can be ordered online or 
Found at several market stalls around NSW. 

■ chrisscreations.net 




HARKAWAY HOMES 

Harkaway Homes specialises in designing and 
building new home styles From bygone eras. This 
classic home is one oF many that Features high 
ceilings, French doors and leadlight windows. 

■ harkawayhomes.com.au 




SANTA'S PLACE 

OFFering authentic Christmas trees, Christmas 
decorations, and Mrs. Claus’ Kitchen For coFFee and 
snacks, this truly is Santa’s Place. Open between July 
and December, the shop manages more than 1000 
trees and stocks more than 6000 products. 

■ santasplace.com.au 




SHOP INSIDE 

Add colour and Flair to your living space with these 
trendy and bright pillowcases. This set oF pillows is 
available online at Shop inside, where you can also 
Find a greater variety oF prints and Fabrics along with 
other homewares and decor. 

■ shopinside.com.au 




MAISON LIVING 

Style up your home with French-inspired Furniture 
and decor From Maison Living. This clock makes a 
perFect signature piece in your living room by bringing 
in a touch oF traditional French provincial style. 

■ maisonliving.com.au 







HOUSE OF HOME 

With thousands oF products From hundreds 
oF retailers across Australia, House oF Home is 
Australia’s leading marketplace website For Finding, 
buying and selling Furniture. Finding the perFect 
piece For your home just became a whole lot easier. 
■ houseoFhome.com.au 




BEAUTY G THE BEES 

Based in Tasmania, Beauty & the Bees has been 
creating its products From organic, pure and 
natural ingredients For the past 15 years. See an 
improvement on your skin aFter a short time using 
the skincare range oF rich and nourishing creams. 
■ beebeauty.com 




CLASSIC WITH A TWIST 

This Furniture and homewares store based in Prahran 
has an eye For the innovative and Fabulous. From 
vibrant and neutral to contemporary and traditional. 
Classic with a Twist is bound to have something For you. 

■ classicwithatwist.com.au 




CANDLE ME 

Fill your home with aromas oF the lovely Mason 
candles From the American -based Our Own Candle 
Company. Its range includes Freshly baked cakes and 
cookies, citrus, spice and even sun-dried laundry. 
The candles are sold individually or in giFt packs. 

■ candleme.com.au 
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Who says you can't be stylish while you work? 

Designed with the Aussie outdoors in mind, 
hard-wearing hats have never looked so good. 



0118 8H \V> t Find us on Facebook: Parker Hats 





Florence & Myrtle offers a range of hand poured 
100% soy candles that are luxurious yet affordable. 
Keeping abreast of market trends they offer a variety 
of glassware and fragrances to suit any decor and 
take pride in being a home based business.” 



Til 



www.norenceandmyrtle.com | 0422 481 147 



Calico Cottage Fudge 
supply to retailers, a virtual 
rainbow of Fudge & Nougat 
colours and flavours, all 
made with quality cream & 
butter. 

We also supply Packaging 
Point of Sale. 

Fudge also makes the per- 
fect addition to gift baskets 
for its universal appeal, its 
suitability for all occasions & 
its attractive appearance. 
Call us now!! 




www.calicocottage.com 

02 9807 7755 




IHE FINISHING TOUCH 0 







Classic Adirondack Chairs, Bird Houses, 
American Porch Swings, Dovecote and Pool Boxes 

www.adirondackchairsaustralia.com.au I 02 4464 2992 




PROFESSIONAL MAKEUP SUPPLIES/LESSONS 
HAIR ACCESSORIES & JEWELLERY I GIFT VOUCHERS 



Sydney based but will travel 

M: 0414 625 387 E: miriam@miriamvancooten.com.au www.miriamvancooten.com.au 
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Make-up & Hair 




AUSTRALIAN MADE AND OWNED 



Ph: (02) 6332 1738 Eax: (02) 6332 1896 
Email: amanda@pressedtinpanels.com 
22 Vale Rd, Bathurst NSW 2795 



LATTICE PANEL 



Available from Distributors across Australia & New Zealand 



Bathrooms • Ceilings • Walls • Restoration 
Kitchen Splashbacks • Cupboards • New Building 



y -X 



www.pressedtinpanels.com 
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Wear it well. 

Look good in country 
style apparel. All the best 
brands in one store. 

07 4096 6297 | purecountryaustralia.com.au 




1/34 James St, Malanda QLD 4665 



.facebook.com/purecountrymalanda 




1 800 688 563 www.beebeauty.com 
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Contact Chris: p 03 583 I 4240 m. 04 1 6 003 28 I e. wcmc I O@bigpond.com or wcmc I O@optusnet.com.au 



chrisscreations.net 
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Patchwork Box Boxes 

These beautiful hand-made marquetry boxes 
were the inspiration for our name! Made 
by a master craftsman from many different 
wood species showcasing their natural 
colours and finished off by applying a thin 
layer of lacquer, then oiled and buffed to a 
smooth lustre with wax. Many different uses 
including a decorative display sewing box. 
Prices from $59.00 each. 



PO Box 226 Bowral NSW 2576 | 02 4861 2517 
sales@patchworkbox.com.au 

www.patchworkbox.com.au 

Mail order & online. 



I Find us on Facebook 



Life's too short for matching socks! Each sock in the pair is similar... but a little different. 
Each sock is finished off by hand. Be random, be colourful, be crazy, be you! 




Waxes & Polishes 



Established 1983 

Our products are made using the finest 
of ingredients, locally sourced wherever 
possible. All lines are hand- made to 
traditional recipes, crafted to care for your 
furniture, including your finest French 
polished antiques. 

Since 1983 we have provided top-quality 
beeswax- based polishes. Our new range 
includes products designed to care for both 
traditional and modern flooring. 




POBOXi^f 

MUNDARING 

WA60fi 

M (08) f If i mm 

i nfo@gi I lystephenson .com 



www.gi I lystephenson .com 



www.classisbrass.com.au www.classisbrass.com.au www.ciassisbrass.com.au 




Genuine 
Cast Iron Beds 

Direct from the Manufacturer! 

Doa (ajyMMW 

• Handcrafted in Australia. 

• All joints are fully welded. 

• Lifetime structural warranty from a proud 

locally based manufacturer. 

• Not just a purchase - It’s an investment! 
WE MANUFACTURE ALL SIZES FROM SINGLE TO KING 

All Class Is Brass Cast Iron and Brass Beds come supplied 
with a Certificate of Authenticity as confirmation that they 
are manufactured from genuine Cast Iron & Pure Brass and 
are not an aluminium or pressed metal imitation. 





Victoria 





Strand 




Our Pride - Your Joy 



Factory Direct Sates: 10 Burwood Ave, Woodville Nth, SA 

Phone: (08) 8244 2545 

Open: Monday-Friday 7.30am-4.00pm 
LIFETIME STRUCTURAL GUARANTEE - RESTORATIONS A SPECIALTY 

Email: sales@classisbrass. com.au 

View our full range on our website 

WWW. classisbrass. com.au 




www.ciassisbrass.com.au www.ciassisbrass.com.au www.ciassisbrass.com.au 
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CAST METAL NAME PLATES 




rriHn \u^irftfiin C 



Custom-made 
tradmorial house 
name plates 
in quality modem 
materials 
Send for a tree 
colour brochure & 
price list 




pn ho\ 650 Vt:Hr;ivme 2036 
PhtMii; & l-'ax: 102} 931 1 2366 
Mob; «M18 63« W>5 
ww u\imstL'uslsig]is.ciim.aii 




Michele Rose I ph. 0400 347 004 
email, sales@candleme.com.au 

www.candleme.com.au 



Made in USA 



Distributor of 



Our Own Candle 
Company 

& Jazz Candles 



Candle Me prides itself in bringing to you unique, 
highest quality scented candles at an affordable price. 
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Where quality counts, look for... EMU WIRE INDUSTRIES 





Heritage Woven Wire & Gates are Powdercoated in 8 
standard colours. They are also available in a galvanised finish. 
Gates come in 7 different pedestrian and driveway styles. 

For your local distributor please call: 1300 360 082 
Fax: (03) 9308 5822 Email: sales(a) emuwire.com.au 

www.emuwire.com.au 




Delight the Senses 

100% soy candles in 
exquisite fragrances, lovingly 
hand-poured in Yarrambat. 






AVAILABLE NOW IN ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS 
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Use Sugwi Cane Mutch this Spring, 
the natuml sweetenen. fon yom gandenl 



Point 



The Most Trusted Sugar Cane Mulch Brand 



www.rpmulching.com.au 







EXCELLENCE IN EDUCAIION 




WHEN YOUR DAUGHER BECOMES A 
GIRLS GRAMMAR GIRL SHE BECOMES 
A PART OF OUR FAMILY. 



• One of the Top 50 Australian Country Schools of 2014 

• All girls environment for safe and comfortable boarding 

• Small classes, individual attention, more opportunities. 

• Boarding from Year 6 - as we have been for over 100 years 



VISIT ROCKHAMPTON AND TAKE A SCHOOL TOUR - 
WE'LL PUT YOU UP FOR A NIGHT. 




Rockhampton Girls 
Grammar School 



www.rggs.qld.edu.au 
(07) 4930 0900 
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THE 

McDonald 

COLLEGE 



Choreograph 
your future 

at Australia’s leading 
Performing Arts College 



The McDonald College 
provides aspiring 
*1 performers with an 

outstanding academic 
education and excellence 
in artistic training. 
Boarding Yrs 7-12 

W ^ For more information 
about the audition 
1*^3 process contact 

V the Registrar 

on 02 9752 0507 



NEW BOARDING FACILITY OPEN 2016 



FINAL 20 1 6 ENTRY AUDITIONS 
Limited boarding places available 

www.mcdonald.nsw.edu.au • 02 9752 0507 










Committed to excellence 



CLAYFIELD 

COLLEGE 






Oayneld generations ol gMs kiio oyr 

tx>arding family 1919. 



Phone 



*6 712&2 02&2 



Catering for iLudents irom 5 to Tear 12, we provide a mie 
and nurturing environmenl where gIrH can leam^ and 
develop Jifclorra f 



E mail [ enrol#clayfid d.qld.ed 

Web Kite ^ W9m^ayfi#ld.qlci.^i4.ay 
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2017 ARE NOW OPEN 




Diverse OlJpoTtunT-i 



The Scots School 

For more information 
and to apply, visit 

scots.nsw.edu.au 



Academic Excell 



ence 



Nil 

enrol > 

Now FOR 

2016 j 



The Scots School 

Bathurst & Lithgow 

A Work of the Presbyterian Church of NSW 



4173 O’Connell Rd, Bathurst NSW 2795 
T: 02 633 1 2766 E: scots@scots.nsw.edu.au 



Tve made friends in day school and the boarding house, Fm living with my mates and I 1^7 
hope to keep these strong connections in years to come” Will, Year 12 Boarding Prefect 

4 f 



A CATHOLIC 
JESUIT COLLEGE 
xavier.vic.edu.au 



IT Find yonr home 

away from home at 
Xavier College 



Boarding available from Tear 9-12 

For more information contact Di Odgers, Head of Admissions 
on 03 9854 5307 or visit xavier.vic.edu.au 





Discover what is 
possible at 
Rostrevor College 



A CATHOLIC ALL BOYS’ DAY & BOARDING 
COLLEGE IN THE EDMUND RICE TRADITION 

Reception to Year 12 



2017 & 2018 SCHOLARSHIPS 
AVAILABLE NOW 



To find out about academic, music and indigenous scholarships 
offered at Rostrevor please contact the Enrolments Officer on 
8364 8244 or visit www.rostrevor.sa.edu.au. 



67-91 Glen Stuart Road, Woodforde SA 5072 Phone 8364 8200 Visit www.rostrevor.sa.edu.au 
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METHODIST 
LADI ES’ 
COLLEGE 



A College of the Uniting Church 356 Stirling Highway Claremont WA 601 0 
T +61 8 9384 4000 E admissions@mlc.wa.edu.au W mlc.wa.edu.au 

CRICOS Provider Code 00441 G 




one 

home 



Boarders are at home at Scotch College. 

Scotch’s purpose built complex provides a learning, growing, 
caring environment that gives our girls and boys every 
opportunity to develop into independent and resilient learners. 

The Rosevear Boarding precinct includes individual and shared 
rooms; separate study and socialising areas; and monitored 
internet access for study and for communication with home. This 
recently completed boarding house was designed to encourage 
both achievement and fun. 



Boarders live on a spacious campus with access to the school’s 
gyms, pools, ovals and grounds. But most importantly Scotch 
boarders totally immerse themselves in the passion, history, respect, 
individuality and culture that makes Scotch, uniquely Scotch. 




SCOTCH 

COLLEGE 



ADELAIDE 



Limited places still available for some 
year levels in 2016. Register online for 
a tour or for further enquiries please 
contact enrolments@scotch.sa.edu.au 
or telephone the Head of Enrolments 
Jane Bourne on 8274 4209. 



www.scotch.sa.edu.au 
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READY FOR 
THE WORLD 



BOYS AND GIRLS 
TOGETHER FOR 
THE FUTURE 

CGS IS GOING CO-ED 

PRE-SCHOOL -YEAR 12 



ENROLLING BOYS AND GIRLS NOW 
VISIT US AT CGS.ACT.EDU.au/CO-ED 













St Ursulas College 
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2016 ENROLMENTS 



AVAILABLE ^ 
^Qo/t£cici/ KAj tij(M 
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EXCELLENCE IN EDUCAIION ^ 




+617 3834 5200 | enrolments@brisbanegrammar.com | www.brisbanegrammar.com 



To learn more contact our Director of Enrolments on +61 7 3834 5200 or visit www.brisbanegrammar.com. 









Brisbane Grammar School has a proud tradition of educating boys from across the country through its 
bursary and scholarship programs, including boarding. Enquire now about 2017 entry into Years 7 to 11 and 
' imagine the possibilities that await your son. 
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women 



from Countn^ VjSW 



www.loretonh.nsw.edu.au enquiries@loretonh.nsw.edu.au Ph: 1800-LORETO 








^ IHE GREAT ESCAPE 




Whether it’s business, pleasure or time to unwind, 

A Good Rest B&B offers a spacious retreat balancing 
4.5 star executive finishings with tropical surroundings. 
For quality bed and breakfast accommodation in 
Alice Springs, choose A Good Rest B&B. 

A GOOD REST B&B 51 Dixon Rd, Alice Springs NT 0870 
P: (08) 8952 5272 M: 0418 652 506 E: agoodrest@bigpond.com 

www.agoodrest.com.au 



Capers 



GUESTHOUSE & COTTAGE 




Capers is Wonderful Food with Wonderful Aeeommodation 
Christmas Gift Vouchers Available - 2 nights $600 

Get a group of six couples together 

Weekend stay and dine package - Sat & Sun, Two night stay & dine package 
including 5 course tasting menu $385pp based on twin share, queen room. 

WWW. capers . com . au 



Mulla Villa 



CONVICT BUILT 1840 

3174 Great North Road Wollombi, Hunter Valley - 1 km south ofWollombi 




Jiccommodation ♦ (Restaurant ♦ Weddings 



www.mullavilla.com 

0425212570 ♦ 4998 3338 ♦ 4998 3286 




drawing rooms of berry 



Luxury Accommodation 

Private Self-Contained Lodges - The Villa 
Set in 16 acres of stunning gardens and lakes, surrounded by 
dramatic mountain vistas located between the beautiful villages 
of Berry and Kangaroo Valley, 10 minutes to Seven Mile Beach 
and just 2 hours South of Sydney. 




Phone: (02) 6579 1259 www.hunterstay.com.au 













IHE GKEAI ESCAPE h 







Bed and Breakfast 

Maddies is a lovely country home built in the late 1800 ’s boasting high ceilings and polished wood floors. 
The emphasis is on relaxed privacy. All bedrooms have their own facilities. 
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Holiday with us on the South Coast 

The magical South Coast is an unspoilt, exciting destination 
for your next family holiday. With a choice of over 
100 properties covering Sth Durras to Broulee, call us today. 

02 4472 6455 • batemansbayaccommodationcentre.com.au 



batemansbay.ljhooker.com.au 



LJ Hooker 











AUSTRALIAN OPAL CUTTERS 

Australian Opal Cutters, the trusted nanne in the Gem 
trade. Over the years we have developed an international 
reputation for providing exceptional opals, pearls and 
diamonds at very affordable prices. Our aim has always 
been to provide an exclusive product at internationally 
competitive prices. This is a claim that have been 
tried, tested and proved over many years 
and thousands of customers. 



OUR ROYAL CONNECTION 

Australian Pearl Divers are proud supporters of the 
Royal Family and extremely proud to have designed 
and manufactured these superb world-class pieces 
for HRH Prince William, The Duke of Cambridge; HRH 
Catherine, The Duchess of Cambridge; and HRH Camilla, 
The Duchess of Cornwall which was commissioned 
by The Australian Monarchist League. 



AUSTRALIAN O 

295-301 Pitt Street, Level 3 Park House, Sydney 2000 | 02 9021 8000 

www.australianopalcutters.com.au | www.australianpearldivers.com.au | www.destoops.com.au 



JEWELLED/ EMPORIUMO 





Engage Jewellery is a retail jewellery store in NoTfn 
Caulfield, Victoria. We specialise in custonn-made 
bespoke’ jewellery. Ring re-modelling and remaking 



63 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield North VIC 3161 
t. 03 9530 0670 e. enquiries© engagejewellery.conn.au 



JEWELLERY 



www.enga gejewellery.com .a u 



GERARD WOLLASTON 

DESIGNER + METALSMITH 

T 02 9233 8306 www.gerardwollaston.com.au 





JEWELLERY 



Melbourne 

Level 2, Melbourne’s GPO (above H&M) 
03 9662 3005 

Sydney 

Level 5, The Strand Arcade 
02 9223 2006 

D www.facebook.com/LarsenJewellery 

www.larsenjewellery.com.au 
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GREEK 

GEORGE CALOMBARIS, 

PENGUIN BOOKS, $59.99 

MasterCheF Australia \udge and 
acclaimed cheF George Calombaris 
brings you all things Greek in his latest 
book. Following the motto “Food is not 
about Feeding your stomach, it’s about 
taking you to an emotional place”, the 
recipes have an added modern tweak 
to stamp Galombraris’s adventurous 



culinary spirit on traditional recipes. 
Including taramosalata popcorn, ouzo- 
soaked cucumbers and slow-cooked 
lamb recipes, you will never grow tired oF 
cooking From this colourFul cookbook. 

EVERY HILL GOT A STORY 

MARG BOWMAN, HARDIE GRANT 
BOOKS, $60.00 

Take a step into the heart oF Australia 
and Fully explore the astonishing history 



through the eyes oF men and women 
who experienced it. The memories oF 
the storytellers trace journeys From 
hard work in the mines to running their 
own organisations. Featuring real-liFe 
photographs, the stories and images 
reveal the resilience oFwhat has been a 
breathtaking rate and scale oFchange in 
the Aboriginal culture. 

CREPES AND GALETTES 

BERTRAND LARCHER, 

ALLEN & UNWIN, $39.99 

This oFFering From Bertrand Larcher 
represents the perFect balance between 
simplicity and excellence. Sixty original 
recipes that combine French culinary 
tradition with the inFluence oFJapanese 
Flavours will leave you with an authentic 
and satisFying experience. Try the Breizh 
roll with goat’s cheese tartare or the 
smoked salmon and ikura galette. Far From 
the average pancake. Crepes and Galettes 
boasts recipes oF both sweet and savoury 
goodness For all Foodies to enjoy. 



THE COOK AND BAKER 




THE BLUE DUCKS' REAL FOOD 

MARK LABROOY & DARREN ROBERTSON, PAN MACMILLAN $39.90 

Following the success oF Sydney beachside restaurant, Three Blue Ducks, Mark 
Labrooy and Darren Robertson have joined Forces to bring you the ultimate guide to 
healthy eating. Featuring mouthwatering photographs, this book will teach you how to 
preserve Food, turn your dishes From good to amazing and show you that healthy Food 
can be knock-your-socks-ofF delicious. Choose From more than 100 different recipes 
including Darren’s chewy birdseed bars and Mark’s Nana Barney’s legendary love cake. 



CHERIE BEVAN & TASS TAUROA, 
MURDOCH BOOKS, $44.74 

No sweet tooth could possibly resist Gherie 
Bevan and Tass Tauroa’s First book. The 
Cook and The Baker Indulge in more than 
1 00 FoolprooF recipes that oFFer everything 
From bold recipes with traditional roots 
to gluten-Free goods. Following the 
success oF the Bondijunction caFe, this 
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JUST BROWSING 



SPIRITS OF THE GHAN 

JUDY NUNN, PENGUIN RANDOM HOUSE, $32.99 

Master storyteller and Home and Away actress 
Judy Nunn has now sold more than one million 
books worldwide. In her latest offering she takes 
us on a breathtaking journey deep into the red 
heart of Australia. Hired as a negotiatorjessica 
Manning must walk a delicate line to reassure 
the elders their sacred sites will be protected. It’s 
a matter of whether her innate understanding of 
the spiritual landscape, rooted in her own Arunta 
heritage, can win their trust. However it’s not 
easy to keep peace when Matthew Witherton 
and his survey team are blasting a rail corridor through the timeless landscape 
of the Never Never. When the paths of Jessica and Matthew cross, a mystery 
from both of their cultural paths emerges and, as they struggle to solve the 
puzzle, an ancient wrong is awakened. 

NELLY DEAN 

ALISON CASE, HARPER COLLINS, $29.99 

In this dazzling perspective-flip of Emily 
Bronte’s original Wuthering Heights, the put- 
upon housekeeper, Nelly Dean, tells her own 
story. Written by Allison Case, this gripping 
and heartbreaking novel reimagines life at 
Wuthering Heights. Young Nelly Dean has been 
Hindley’s companion for as long as she can 
remember, living freely at the great house. But 
when the master brings a foreign child into 
the house, Nelly must follow in her mother’s 
footsteps and be called servant. When a new 
heir is born, a reign of violence begins that will test Nelly’s spirit as she finds 
out what it is to know true sacrifice. In this version, Allison shows the true 
feelings of Nelly, and that she is, in fact, a heroine. 




JUDY 

NUNN 




book Follows a similar philosophy oF using 
home-made ingredients only. This is one 
For the shelF and one that will certainly 
impress your dinner guests. 

CHINATOWNS 

JEAN-FRANCOIS MALLET, 

MURDOCH BOOKS, $55.00 

ProFessional cheF, Jean-Francois Mallet 
decided to transition From cooking to 
pursue his passion For photography. 
Follow his culinary adventures in his 
book, China Towns, as he leads you 
down the alleys oF Chinese communities 
and their Food cultures around the world. 
From soups and dumplings to meat and 
seaFood, this visually stunning cookbook 
contains 100 recipes and captures 
the essence oF diFFerent and unique 
Chinatowns From around the globe. 

ARCHITECTS' HOUSES 

STEPHEN CRAFTI, MURDOCH 
BOOKS, $79.99 

As one oF Australia’s most prominent 
architects, Stephen CraFti takes you 
behind the scenes to show how 
architects’ homes really look. Featuring 
warehouses and apartments to old 
buildings combined with new ones, the 
unconventional ideas and designs in this 
book will leave you Feeling inspired. This 
beautiFully photographed book is one 
For the coFFee table For those passionate 
about home design. Filled with diFFerent 
rooms, styles, textures and views. 
Architects’ Houses will most 
likely make you want to test the 
boundaries oFyour own home 
with some Fresh ideas. 

T2 THE BOOK 

MARYANNE SHEARER, 

PENGUIN BOOKS, $39.99 

Calling all tea aFicionados! 

Become an expert on everything 
there is to know about tea From 
what type oF tea to drink to its 
international and vivid history. 

This beautiFully illustrated book 



gives readers an insight into how the 
Famous tea company, T2, came about 
and the inspirations behind the creative 
business. The recipes included will have 



you not only baking sweet treats to 
accompany your cup oFtea, but cooking 
with it as well with dishes such as the tea- 
smoked trout. 
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^EADE^S' LETTERS 



THANKS FOR BEING IN 
TOUCH. WE WELCOME 
YOUR FEEDBACK. 




Art & inspiration 

Firstly, I love the magi 1 have a query regarding a piece 
oF art in the Gypsy Spirit story in the September issue. 

1 am just hoping to gather some details about the 
artist or retailer so 1 may be able to Find similar pieces 
iF possible. 1 just love it. 

Mary Ellicott, Camberwell Vic 

Ed*s note: All the pieces in that story are From 

Losari Homewares. Visit losarLcom.au. 



Last issue generated 
lots oF helpful 
Feedback Fronn 
our readers. 




Striking a chord 

I’m writing not about a speciFic article in this month’s 
issue but your amazing and upliFting editorial in 
particular about central-western Queensland. A 
number oF my Family lives in the small town oFlnjune 
(pop 400) and on properties in the region and close 
by — in Queensland miles — to Bandana Station, 
wonderFully highlighted in your recent issue. 

This region holds a place dear in my heart and aFter 
every visit 1 always want to stay longer to let the peace, 
quiet and the never ending vistas totally recharge 
the mind (not the body as there are always those jobs 
to be done ... nobody minds because tasks such as 
mustering are so diFFerent). 

1 want to call out to all those in towns and cities 
across the land exactly the words and thoughts you 
have conveyed through your editorial. Many people 
are missing out on amazing places and experiences 
by not getting out there and also do not have any 
real conception oFwhat it actually takes to produce, 
whether it be livestock or cropping and how hard and 
resilient these Farmers are. This aside, it’s important to 
remember that sometimes the coastal Farmers are in 
the same dilemma. Having been brought up on the land 
on the coast it was always heartbreaking to see crops 
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Julie Walker oF Coramba 
NSW, who wins a copy oF 
the Australian Country Diary 
For 201 6 and an Australian 
Country Outback calendar. 



Thanks For being in touch. We 
welcome your Feedback. We 
appreciate your thoughts and in 
each issue, one correspondent wins a prize. 
Simply email the team at australiancountry^ 
universalmagazines.com.au or write to us at 
Australian Country, Locked Bag 154, North 
Ryde NSW 1670. We reserve the right to edit 
lengthy letters beFore publication. Our Favourite 
correspondent next issue will win the Australian 
Country Cooks 2016 Diary and an Australian 
Country Valleys and Vineyards calendar. 
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ruined by Flooding, hail and Frosts with such an eFFect 
on income. My Father always said to me and my two 
brothers “I don’t care what you do but don’t go on the 
land” so what did we all do? We have all ended up on the 
land either directly or indirectly. I guess it’s in the genes 
and that’s what makes all the Farmers out there carry on 
with an unquestionable love oF the land. So absolutely 
heartening that you share your like-mindedness. 

Julie Walker, Coramba NSW 



Location finder 

I bought the Australian Country Homesteads calendar 
but was disappointed to Find that the homesteads 
were not located with captions. It’s always interesting 
to know where the properties are so could you please 
include them in Future? 

Mary McDonald, Newcastle NSW 

Apologies Mary. We will deFinitely caption 
them next year. Meantime here are the locations oF 
the 2016 calendar. Cover: Milangil, Camperdown Vic; 
January: Princess Royal, Burra SA; February: Silverwood, 
Long reach Old; March: Tobruk, Maroota NSW; April: 
Anlaby Kapunda SA; May: Brindabella, Brindabella Valley, 
NSW; June: Princess Royal, Burra SA; July: Cooradigbee, 
Wee jasper NSW; August: Coonghoongbula, Dalgety 
NSW; September: Coonghoongbula, Dalgety NSW; 
October: Brindabella, Brindabella Valley, NSW; November: 
Anlaby, Kapunda SA; December: Anlaby, Kapunda SA. 
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EHE LAND EO FIND EHE MOSE INSPIEAEIONAL SEOEIES 
ABOUT COUNTPy PEOPLE AND THEIR HOMES AND LIEEST/LES. 

WE INTRODUCE DURUM WHEAT AND DR/LAND COTTON 
PRODUCERS PENN/ AND ROB BLATCHEORD FROM GURLE/ IN 
NSW, AND TREVOR HART, WHO IS THE MASTER CHEESEMARER 
BEHIND THE BUFFALO MILE CEDAR STREEE CHEESERIE AT 
MALENy IN THE SUNSHINE COAST HINTERLAND WE GO 
BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE MAGNIEICENT BLAIR ATHOL 
HOMESTEAD AT INVERELL, NSW, AND OUR GARDEN FEATURE 
TARES US TO DORSET EOR A TOUR OF A WONDERFUL 
ENGLISH COUNTRy GARDEN. OUR EOOD FILES HEADS TO 
HyAMS BEACH ON THE NSW SOUTH COAST FOR AFFERNOON 
TEA WHILE THE COORING FEATURE EXPLORES THE TANGX 
DELIGHTS OE RHUBARB. OUR SERVICE EEATURES FOCUS ON 
FLOORING AND LIGHTING AND OUR TRAVEL STORX HEADS 
TO THE WILD AND WONDEREUL CARNARVON GORGE 
IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND. SO JOIN US FOR 



This magazine Is printed on 
paper produced in a mill that 
meets Environmental 
Management System ISO 9001 . 
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STOCKISTS & CONTACTS 



100% Purew: nourishedliFe.com.au 
AGA Australia 330 Malvern Rd, Prahran, 
Vic 3181. ph: (03) 9521 4965, 
e: inFoa)AGAaustralia.com.au, 

\A/: agaaustralia.com.au 
Amain Homewares 87 ChiFley Dr, 
Preston. Vic 3072. ph: (03) 9474 1300 
w: amalFihomev/ares.com.au 
Artisanti ph: +44 (0)345 259 1410, 
e: shopa)artisanti.com, \a/: artisanti.com 
ASKO 35 Sunmore Cl, Moorabbin Vic 
3189. ph: 1300 002 756, 

\A/: asko.com.au 

Beauty & The Bees 

\A/: beebeauty.com 

Blake & Taylor 1 1 Latrobe Tee, 

Paddington Old 4064. ph: (07) 3369 

7255, \A/: blakeandtaylor.com.au 

Brevllleph: 1300 139 798, 

\A/: breville.com.au 

Candle Me ph: 0400 347 004, 

\A/: candleme.com.au 
Chasseur 24 Salisbury Rd, Asquith, 

NSW 2077. Ph: 1800 808 971, 

\A/: chasseur.com.au 

CheF’n ph: +44 (0)206 448 1210, 

e: distributor-ordersa)cheFn.com, 

\A/: cheFn.com 

Chris’s Creations ph: 0416 003 281, 
e: \A/cmclOa)bigpond.com, 

V/: chrisscreations.net 

Classic With A Twist ph: (03) 9510 



4561, e: inFoalclassicv/ithatv/ist.com.au, 
\A/: classic\A/ithat\A/ist.com.au, 

Class is Brass Pty Ltd 10 Bur\A/ood Ave, 
Woodville North WA 5011. 
ph: (08) 8244 2545, 
e: salesQ)classisbrass.com.au, 

\A/: classisbrass.com.au 
Crop Natural Skincare Level 1, 

716-718 High St, Armadale, Vic 3134. 
ph: 1800 352 454, 
e: inFoa)cropnaturalskincare.com, 

\A/: cropnaturalskincare.com 
David Jones v/: davidjones.com.au 
Down That Little Lane 
e: helpa)do\A/nthatlittlelane.com.au, 

\A/: do\A/n thatlittlelane.com.au 
Etsy e: press.aua)etsy.com, 

\A/: etsy.com/au 
Euroline ph: 1800 354 663, 

\A/: davidjones.com.au 
Gilly Stephenson’s Waxes and Polishes 
ph: (08) 9295 1973, 
e: inFoa)gillystephenson.com, 

\A/: gillystephenson.com 
Harkaway Homes Corner Princes H\A/y 
& Station St, OFFicer Vic 3809. 
ph: (03) 5943 2388, 
e: stevea)harka\A/ayhomes.com.au, 

\A/: harka\A/ayhomes.com.au 
Highgrove Bathrooms 
\A/: highgrovebathrooms.com 
House oF Home ph: (03) 9257 3260, 





w: houseoFhome.com.au 
iDecorate e: enquiry a)idecorateshop. 
com, \A/: idecorateshop.com 
ILVE ph: 1300 694 583, \a/: ilve.com.au 
ImperFections Design & Art 
e: imperFectionsdesigna)gmail.com, 

\A/: imperFectionsdesign.com 
In-Spaces 3 Tottenham St, London 
WIT 2AF, United Kingdom, 
e: inFoa)in-spaces.com, \a/: in-spaces.com 
In The Saeph: (02) 8323 5789, 
e: inFoa)inthesac.com.au, 

\A/: inthesac.com.au 

Jsala Soy Candles ph: 0433 467 226, 

e: janine50a)yahoo.com.au, 

\A/: jsalasoycandles.com.au 
Kitchenware Direct ph: 1800 669 608, 
\A/: kicthenv/aredirecLcom.au 
Le Creusetph: 1300 767 993, 

\A/: lecreuset.com.au 
LiFestyle Home and Living 
ph: (03) 9010 5433, e: managers) 
liFestylehomeandliving.com.au, 

\A/: liFestylehomeandliving.com.au 
Maison Living 275 Sv/an St, 

Richmond Vic 3121. ph: (03) 9429 8526, 
e: rutha)maisonliving.com.au, 

V/: maisonliving.com.au 
Marcato 1/42 Carrington Rd, Castle Hill 
NSW 21 54. ph:1300 795 985, 
e: salesa)yourhomedepot.com.au, 

\A/: yourhomedepot.com.au/marcato 
Mary Kay 845 PaciFic Hwy, Chats\A/ood 
NSW 2067. ph: (02) 9406 2222, 

V/: marykay.com.au 

Mozi ph: (03) 9885 9789, 

e: onlinea)mozi.com.au, \a/: mozi.com.au 

Natio \A/: natio.com.au 

OxFam Shop \a/: oxFamshop.org.au 

Phoenix Tapware 926 Mountain Hv/y, 

Bayswater Vic 3153. 

ph: (03) 9780 4200, 

e: salesQ)phoenixtap\A/are.com.au, 

V/: phoenixtap\A/are.com.au 
Prepworks v/: progressiveintl.com 
Pressed Tin Panels 22 Vale Rd, Bathurst 
NSW 2795. ph: (02) 63321738, 

\A/: pressedtinpanels.com 



Santa’s Place Corner Moorooduc 
Highv/ay & Bentons Rd, Moorooduc Vic. 
ph: (03) 5978 8500, e: santas_placea) 
bigpond.com.au, \a/: santasplace.com.au 
Shop Inside Homewares 
ph: (03) 9931 0160, e: supports) 
shopinside.com.au, 

\A/: shopinside.com.au 

Simple As That ph: (03) 9699 9851 

e: helloQ)simpleasthat.com.au 

\A/: simpleasthat.com.au 

Smeg Head OFFice 2-8 Baker St, 

Banksmeadow NSW 2019. ph: (02) 8667 

4888, \A/: smeg.com.au 

The Body Shop ph: 1800 065 232, 

\A/: thebodyshop.com.au 

The Design GiFt Shop ph: (02) 9453 

0332, \A/: thedesigngiFtshop.com 

The Organic Project ph: 0447 570 806, 

\A/: theorganicproject.com.au 

Top3 By Design 168 Willoughby Rd, 

Crows Nest NSW 2065. 

ph: 1300 867 333, w: top3.com.au 

Treloar Roses 21 6 Princes Hwy, 

Portland Vic 3305. ph: 1300 044 852, 

e: salesQ)treloarroses.com.au, 

w: treloarroses.com.au 

Trilogy ph: +64 4 499 7820, 

w: trilogyproducts.com 

Untouched World Ph: +64 3 357 3758, 

w: untouchedworld.com 

Ultimate Ears w: ultimateears.com 

Villa Maison w: villamaison.com 

Villeroy & Boch w: villeroy-boch.com.au 

Wall Art Prints e: supports) 

wallartprints.com.au, 

w: wallartprints.com.au 

Wonderstripes 

e: isabelle.mcilroya)sonderstripes.com, 
w: wonderstripes.com.au 
Yellow Octopus ph: (02) 8064 7668, 
e: inFoa)yellowctopus.com.au, 
w: yellowoctopus.com.au 
Zanui ph: 1300 668 317, 
e: customera)zanui.com.au, w: zanui. 
com.au 

Zyllss ph: 1300 136 936, e: inFoa)house. 
com.au, w: house.com.au 
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"Wkafe I LOVE about 

our vvexj granolas Is 
tUat tUeyVe baked, wUlcK 
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